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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5518

Passed Legi slature - 2013 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session

By Senate CGovernnental Operations (originally sponsored by Senators
Roach, Darneille, Sheldon, and Hatfield; by request of Secretary of
State)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 20/ 13.

AN ACT Rel ating to maki ng nonsubstantive changes to el ection | aws;
anmendi ng RCW  29A. 04. 008, 29A. 04. 013, 29A. 04. 079, 29A. 04. 086,
29A. 04. 097, 29A.04.169, 29A 04.216, 29A. 04. 321, 29A 04.330, 29A. 04. 410,
29A. 04. 420, 29A. 08. 020, 29A. 08.220, 29A. 08.230, 29A 08.260, 29A. 08. 330,
29A. 08. 340, 29A. 08. 350, 29A.08.820, 29A. 12. 005, 29A 12.080, 29A. 12.120,
29A. 12. 150, 29A.20.021, 29A 20.111, 29A 20.121, 29A 20.161, 29A 20.191
29A. 24. 020, 29A.24.031, 29A 24.101, 29A. 24.320, 29A 28.041, 29A. 28.050,
29A. 28. 061, 29A.32.100, 29A. 32.210, 29A. 36.010, 29A 36.060, 29A. 36.101,
29A. 36. 121, 29A. 36.131, 29A 36.161, 29A. 36.201, 29A 40.010, 29A.52.112,
29A. 52. 210, 29A.52.321, 29A 52.355, 29A 56. 040, 29A 56.210, 29A 56. 320,
29A. 56. 360, 29A.56.490, 29A 60.010, 29A. 60. 060, 29A. 60.110, 29A 60. 160,
29A. 60. 165, 29A. 60. 240, 29A. 60. 250, 29A.64. 021, 29A. 64.030, 29A. 64. 050,
29A. 64. 061, 29A.64. 090, 29A 68.011, 29A. 68. 020, 29A. 72.080, 29A. 72.130,
29A. 72. 250, 29A.72.290, 29A 76.020, 29A.76. 030, 29A. 80.020, 29A. 84. 210,
29A. 84. 261, 29A.84.510, 29A 84.520, 29A.84.711, 29A. 88.020, 29A. 88. 040,
42.12. 040, 42.12.070, 46.20.155, 29A. 24.311, and 29A. 36.040; reenacting
and anmendi ng RCW 29A. 36.170, 29A. 40.070, 29A.40.091, and 35.17.020;
reenacti ng RCW 29A. 08. 520; addi ng a new section to chapter 29A 08 RCW
adding new sections to chapter 29A 24 RCW adding new sections to
chapter 29A. 60 RCW addi ng new sections to chapter 29A 56 RCW adding
a new section to chapter 29A.80 RCW adding a new section to chapter
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29A.16 RCW recodifying RCW 29A 04.240, 29A 20.010, 29A 20.021,
29A. 20. 030, 29A. 20.040, 29A 20.111, 29A 20.121, 29A 20.131, 29A 20.151
29A. 20. 161, 29A 20.171, 29A. 20.181, 29A 20.191, 29A 28.071, and
29A. 76. 030; repealing RCW7.16. 370, 29A. 04.225, 29A. 08. 250, 29A. 08. 785,
29A.12. 170, 29A. 20. 141, 29A 20.201, 29A 24.030, 29A 24.120, 29A 28.011
29A. 28. 021, 29A. 32.036, 29A. 32.050, 29A. 36.050, 29A 36.104, 29A. 36. 106,
29A. 36. 171, 29A. 36.191, 29A. 52.011, 29A.52.106, 29A 52.111, 29A 52.116,
29A.52. 130, 29A.52.141, 29A. 52.151, 29A. 53.010, 29A 53.020, 29A. 53. 030,
29A. 53. 040, 29A.53. 050, 29A. 53.060, 29A.53.070, 29A 53.080, 29A. 53. 090,
29A. 53. 900, 29A. 53. 901, 29A. 53. 902, 29A. 80. 011, 44.04. 015, and
49. 28.120; and repealing 2009 ¢ 369 s 27.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29A. 04.008 and 2011 c 10 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

As used in this title:

(1) "Ballot" means, as the context inplies, either:

(a) The issues and offices to be voted upon in a jurisdiction or
portion of a jurisdiction at a particular primary, general election, or
speci al el ection;

(b) A facsimle of the contents of a particular ballot whether
printed on a paper ballot or ballot card or as part of a voting nmachine
or voting device;

(c) A physical or electronic record of the choices of an individual
voter in a particular primary, general election, or special election;
or

(d) The physical docunent on which the voter's choices are to be
recor ded;

(2) "Paper ballot" neans a piece of paper on which the ballot for
a particular election or primary has been printed, on which a voter may
record his or her choices for any candidate or for or against any
measure, and that is to be tabul ated manual |l y;

(3) "Ballot card" neans any type of card or piece of paper of any
size on which a voter may record his or her choices for any candi date
and for or against any neasure and that is to be tabulated on a vote
tallying system

SSB 5518. SL p. 2
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(4) "Sanple ballot"” neans a printed facsimle of all the issues and
offices on the ballot ina jurisdiction and is intended to give voters
notice of the issues, offices, and candidates that are to be voted on
at a particular primary, general election, or special election;

(5) "Provisional ballot" neans a ballot issued to a voter who would
ot herwi se be deni ed an opportunity to vote a regqular ballot, for any
reason authorized by the Help Anmerica Vote Act, including but not
l[imted to the foll ow ng:

(a) The voter's nanme does not appear in the list of registered
voters for the county;

(b) There is an indication in the voter registration systemthat
the voter has already voted in that primary, special election, or
general election, but the voter wi shes to vote agai n;

(c) There is a question on the part of the voter concerning the
i ssues or candi dates on which the voter is qualified to vote;

(d) Any other reason allowed by | aw (+

6—"Party—baHot—reans—a-—prwary—electton—balt ol —spectHe—to—a

eul ; Litical I L ] i d : .

3 I TINE PN . Litieal | L as
the nonpartisan races and ballot neasuwres to be voted on at that
(7N Ei ball ot , I . _
at--—nonpart-san—races—and —balH ot —measures—to—be—volted—on—at—that

pray) ) .

Sec. 2. RCW29A 04.013 and 2011 c 10 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

"Canvassi ng" neans the process of exam ning ballots or groups of
ball ots, subtotals, and cunulative totals in order to determ ne the
official returns of a primary, special, or general election and
includes the tabulation of any votes that were not previously
t abul at ed.

Sec. 3. RCW29A 04.079 and 2009 ¢ 369 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

An "infanmous crinme" is a crinme punishable by death in the state
penitentiary or inprisonment in a state or_federal correctional

p. 3 SSB 5518. SL
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facility. Neither an adjudication in juvenile court pursuant to
chapter 13.40 RCW nor a conviction for a msdeneanor or gross
m sdeneanor, is an "infamous crine."

Sec. 4. RCW29A.04.086 and 2004 c 271 s 103 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

“"Major political party"” nmeans a political party ((ef—whiechatteast
oene)) whose nominees for president((+)) and vice president((;—United
States—senator—or—a—statewrde—off+ece)) received at |east five percent
of the total vote cast at the |ast ((precedingstategeneral—election
Hr—an—evenr—hnurbered—year)) presidential election. A political party
qualifying as a nmajor political party under this section retains such
status until the next ((evenr—year)) presidential election at which ((a
candidate)) the presidential and vice presidential candidates of that
party ((dees)) do not achieve at |east five percent of the vote ((fe+r

one—of—the—previoustyspeertHedoltees)) .  ((H-—none—oltheseolhices

HAHHAg—with—the—seeretary—of —state—an—approprtate—party—rule—wthin
stxty—days—of —attal-n-nrg—maj-or—party—status—under—thi-s—seeti-on——or
wH-h-—H-fteenr—days—ofJune10—2004—whichever—+stater—))

*Sec. 5. RCW29A.04.097 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 116 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

"M nor political party" neans a political organization ((etherthan
a—reafor —pobtieal—party)) whose nominees_ for president and_ vice
president qualified to appear on_the ballot at_ the |ast presidential
el ection under RCW 29A.20.191 (as recodified by this act). A mnor
political party retains such status until certification of the next
presidential election.

*Sec. 5 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.

Sec. 6. RCW29A.04.169 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 130 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:
"Short term nmeans the brief period of tinme starting upon ((the

cormpletion—of—the)) certification of the general election ((+etdurns))

or issuance of a certificate of election, and ending wth the start of

SSB 5518. SL p. 4
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the next full term_ and is applicable only when ((the—eoffice—concerned

ecewrred)) there has been_a_ vacancy in_the office after the |ast

election at which such office could have been voted upon for an
unexpired term Short term elections are always held in conjunction
with elections for the full termfor the office.

Sec. 7. RCW29A. 04.216 and 2011 c 10 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

The county auditor of each county shall be ex officio the
supervisor of all primaries and el ections, general or special, and it
shall be the county auditor's duty to provide places for holding such
primaries and elections; to provide the supplies and nmaterials
necessary for the conduct of elections; and to publish and post notices
of calling such primaries and elections in the manner provided by | aw

( { Fhe—notice—ol—a primary—held +n—an—even-—nunbered—year—nust—indicate
that—theoffice—of precinet—comitteeofficerwllbeonthe balletr))

The auditor shall also apportion to each city, town, or district, and
to the state of Washington in the odd-nunbered year, its share of the
expense of such primaries and elections. This section does not apply
to general or special elections for any city, town, or district that is
not subject to RCW29A 04.321 and 29A. 04.330, but all such elections
must be held and conducted at the tinme, in the manner, and by the
officials (wth such notice, requirenents for filing for office, and
certifications by |ocal officers) as provided and required by the | aws
governi ng such el ections.

Sec. 8. RCW29A 04.321 and 2011 ¢ 349 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Al state, county, city, town, and district general elections
for the election of federal, state, legislative, judicial, county,
city, town, and district officers, and for the subm ssion to the voters
of the state, county, city, town, or district of any neasure for their
adoption and approval or rejection, shall be held on the first Tuesday
after the first Monday of Novenber, in the year in which they nmay be
cal | ed. A statewide general election shall be held on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday of Novenber of each year. However, the
statew de general election held in odd-nunbered years shall be limted

p. 5 SSB 5518. SL
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to (a) city, town, and district general elections as provided for in
RCW 29A. 04. 330, or as otherw se provided by law, (b) the election of

federal officers for the remainder of any unexpired terns in the
menber ship of either branch of the Congress of the United States; (c)

the election of state and county officers for the renmainder of any
unexpired terns of offices created by or whose duties are described in
Article Il, section 15, Article Ill, sections 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22,

and 23, and Article IV, sections 3 and 5 of the state Constitution and
RCW 2.06.080; (d) the election of county officers in any county
governed by a charter containing provisions calling for general county
elections at this time; and (e) the approval or rejection of state
nmeasur es, i ncluding proposed constitutional anendnent s, matters
pertaining to any proposed constitutional convention, initiative
nmeasur es and referendum neasures proposed by the el ectorate, referendum
bills, and any other matter provided by the |egislature for subm ssion
to the el ectorate.

(2) A county legislative authority may call a special county
el ection by presenting a resolution to the county auditor prior to the
proposed election date. A special election called by the county
| egislative authority shall be held on one of the follow ng dates as
deci ded by such governi ng body:

(a) The second Tuesday in February;

(b) The ((thi+d—Tuesdayin-Aprit—unti—January—1,—2013:

e)y—Fhe)) fourth Tuesday in April ((en—er—afterJanuvary—1—2013));
((€e¥)) (c) The day of the primary as specified by RCW29A. 04. 311;

or

((€e))) (d) The first Tuesday after the first Monday i n Novenber.

(3) Aresolution calling for a special election on a date set forth
in subsection (2)(a) ((t+hreugh—{e))) and (b) of this section nust be
presented to the county auditor at |east forty-six days prior to the
el ection date. A resolution calling for a special election on a date
set forth in subsection (2)((&&))) (c) of this section nust be
presented to the county auditor no later than the Friday inmmediately
before the first day of regular candidate filing. A resolution calling
for a special election on a date set forth in subsection (2)(({))) (d)
of this section nust be presented to the county auditor no later than
the day of the primary.

SSB 5518. SL p. 6
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(4) In addition to the dates set forth in subsection (2)(a) through
((€e))) (d) of this section, a special election to validate an excess
levy or bond issue may be called at any tinme to neet the needs
resulting from fire, flood, earthquake, or other act of God. Such
county special election shall be noticed and conducted in the manner
provi ded by | aw.

(5) This section shall supersede the provisions of any and all
ot her statutes, whether general or special in nature, having different
dates for such city, town, and district elections, the purpose of this
section being to establish mandatory dates for holding elections. This
section shall not be construed as fixing the time for holding primry
el ections, or elections for the recall of any elective public officer.

Sec. 9. RCW29A 04.330 and 2011 ¢ 349 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Al city, town, and district general elections shall be held
t hroughout the state of Washington on the first Tuesday follow ng the
first Monday in Novenber in the odd-nunbered years.

This section shall not apply to:

(a) Elections for the recall of any elective public officer;

(b) Public utility districts, conservation districts, or district
el ections at which the ownership of property wthin those districts is
a prerequisite to voting, all of which elections shall be held at the
tinmes prescribed in the |laws specifically applicable thereto;

(c) Consolidation proposals as provided for in RCW 28A. 315. 235 and
nonhi gh capital fund aid proposals as provided for in chapter 28A. 540
RCW and

(d) Special flood control districts consisting of three or nore
counti es.

(2) The county auditor, as ex officio supervisor of elections, upon
request in the formof a resolution of the governing body of a city,
town, or district, presented to the auditor prior to the proposed
election date, ((mmy)) shall call a special election in such city,
town, or district, and for the purpose of such special election he or
she may conbine, unite, or divide precincts. Such a special election
shall be held on one of the foll ow ng dates as deci ded by the governing
body:

(a) The second Tuesday in February;

p. 7 SSB 5518. SL
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(h)y The ((trd—Tuesday—tn-Aprt—unt—Januvary—1—2013—

e)y—Fhe)) fourth Tuesday in April ((en—er—afterJanuvary—1—2013));
((6))) (c) The day of the primary election as specified by RCW

29A. 04. 311; or

((€e))) (d) The first Tuesday after the first Monday i n Novenber.

(3) Aresolution calling for a special election on a date set forth
in subsection (2)(a) ((t+hreugh—{e))) and (b) of this section nust be
presented to the county auditor at |east forty-six days prior to the
el ection date. A resolution calling for a special election on a date
set forth in subsection (2)((&&))) (c) of this section nust be
presented to the county auditor no later than the Friday inmediately
before the first day of regular candidate filing. A resolution calling
for a special election on a date set forth in subsection (2)(({))) (d)
of this section nust be presented to the county auditor no later than
the day of the primary.

(4) In addition to subsection (2)(a) through ((£&e))) (d) of this
section, a special election to validate an excess levy or bond issue
may be called at any tinme to neet the needs resulting fromfire, fl ood,
eart hquake, or other act of God, except that no special election nmay be
hel d between the first day for candidates to file for public office and
the last day to certify the returns of the general election other than
as provided in subsection (2)((&&))) (c) and ((€e))) (d) of this
section. Such special election shall be conducted and notice thereof
given in the manner provided by | aw

(5) This section shall supersede the provisions of any and all
ot her statutes, whether general or special in nature, having different
dates for such city, town, and district elections, the purpose of this
section being to establish mandatory dates for hol ding el ecti ons.

Sec. 10. RCW 29A.04.410 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 146 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Every city, town, and district is liable for its proportionate
share of the costs when such elections are held in conjunction with
other elections held under RCW ((29A04-320)) 29A.04.321 and
29A. 04. 330.

Whenever any city, town, or district holds any primary or el ection,
general or special, on an isolated date, all costs of such el ections
must be borne by the city, town, or district concerned.

SSB 5518. SL p. 8
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The purpose of this sectionis to clearly establish that the county
is not responsible for any costs involved in the holding of any city,
town, or district election.

I n recovering such election expenses, including a reasonabl e pro-
ration of adm nistrative costs, the county auditor shall certify the
cost to the county treasurer with a copy to the clerk or auditor of the
city, town, or district concerned. Upon receipt of such certification,
the county treasurer shall make the transfer from any avail able and
appropriate city, town, or district funds to the county current expense
fund or to the county election reserve fund if such a fund is
established. Each city, town, or district nust be pronptly notified by
the county treasurer whenever such transfer has been conpleted.
However, in those districts wherein a treasurer, other than the county
treasurer, has been appointed such transfer procedure does not apply,
but the district shall pronptly issue its warrant for paynment of
el ection costs.

Sec. 11. RCW29A.04.420 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 147 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Whenever state officers or neasures are voted upon at a state
primary or general election held in an odd-nunbered year under RCW
((29A04-320)) 29A.04.321, the state of Wshington shall assune a
prorated share of the costs of that state primary or general election

(2) Whenever a primary or vacancy election is held to fill a
vacancy in the position of United States senator or United States
representative under chapter 29A 28 RCW the state of Washi ngton shal
assunme a prorated share of the costs of that primary or vacancy
el ecti on.

(3) The county auditor shall apportion the state's share of these
expenses when prorating el ection costs under RCW 29A. 04. 410 and shal
file such expense clainms with the secretary of state.

(4) The secretary of state shall include in his or her biennial
budget requests sufficient funds to <carry out this section
Rei mbursenents for election costs shall be from appropriations

specifically provided by | aw for that purpose.

Sec. 12. RCW 29A. 08. 020 and 2004 c¢c 267 s 103 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

p. 9 SSB 5518. SL
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The definitions set forth in this section apply throughout this
chapter, unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "By mail" means delivery of a conpleted original voter
registration application by mail to a county auditor or the office of
the secretary of state.

(2) For voter registration applicants, "date of mailing" neans the
date of the postal cancellation on the voter registration application.
This date will also be used as the date of application for the purpose

of neeting the registration cutoff deadline. If the posta
cancellation date is illegible then the date of receipt by the
el ections official is considered the date of application. If an

application is received by ((t+he—-eleetions—eoffietal)) a county auditor
or the office of the secretary of state by the cl ose of business on the
fifth day after the cutoff date for voter registration and the postal
cancel lation date is illegible, the application will be considered to
have arrived by the cutoff date for voter registration.

Sec. 13. RCW 29A.08.220 and 2004 c¢ 267 s 115 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The secretary of state shall specify by rule the format of al
vot er registration applications. These applications shall be
conpatible with existing voter registration records. An applicant for
voter registration shall be required to conplete only one application
and to provide the required informati on other than his or her signature
no nore than one tine. These applications shall also contain
information for the voter to ((+ransfer)) update his or her
regi stration

(2) Any application format specified by the secretary for use in
registering to vote in state and local elections shall satisfy the
requi rements of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (P.L. 103-
31) and the Help Anerica Vote Act of 2002 (P.L. 107-252) for
registering to vote in federal elections.

( ( &2AH—+-egistration—apptecattons—reguired—unrder—RON29A 08210
anrd—29A08-340—shalt—be—produced—and—furnished—by—the—secretary—of-
state to the county auditors and the departnent- of icensing. ))

Sec. 14. RCW 29A. 08. 230 and 2009 c 369 s 17 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

SSB 5518. SL p. 10
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For all voter registrations, the registrant shall sign the
fol |l ow ng oat h:

"I declare that the facts on this voter registration formare true.
| ama citizen of the United States, ((+-amnet—presently—denied-the
right to vote as a result of being convicted of a felony,)) | wll have
lived ((+n)) at this address in Washington ((at—this—address)) for at
least thirty days i medi ately before the next election at which | vote,
((and)) | will be at |east eighteen years old when | vote, | _am not
disqualified from voting due to_a_court order, and | _am not_under
departnment of corrections supervision_ for a_Wshington felony
conviction."

Sec. 15. RCW 29A.08.260 and 2009 c 369 s 18 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Al registration applications required under RCW 29A. 08.210 and
29A. 08. 340 shall be produced and furni shed by the secretary of state to
the county auditors and the departnent of |icensing.

(2) The county auditor shall distribute forns by which a person nmay
register to vote by nmail and transfer any previous registration in this
state. The county auditor shall keep a supply of voter registration
forme in his or her office at all tinmes for political parties and
others interested in assisting in voter registration, and shall nmake
every effort to nake these forns generally available to the public.
The county auditor shall provide voter registration fornms to city and
town clerks, state offices, schools, fire stations, public libraries,
and any other |ocations considered appropriate by the auditor or
secretary of state for extending registration opportunities to all
areas of the county. After the initial distribution of voter
registration fornms to a given | ocation, a representative designated by
the official in charge of that |ocation shall notify the county auditor
of the need for additional voter registration supplies.

Sec. 16. RCW 29A.08.330 and 2009 c 369 s 20 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The secretary of state shall prescribe the nethod of voter
registration for each designated agency. The agency shall use either
the state voter registration by mail formw th a separate declination

p. 11 SSB 5518. SL
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formfor the applicant to indicate that he or she declines to register
at this time, or the agency may use a separate form approved for use by
the secretary of state.

(2) The person providing service at the agency shall offer voter
registration services to every client whenever he or she applies for
service or assistance and wth each renewal, recertification, or change
of address. The person providing service shall give the applicant the
sane | evel of assistance with the voter registration application as is
offered to fill out the agency's fornms and docunents, including
informati on about age and citizenship requirenents for voter
regi stration

(3) The person providing service at the agency shall determne if
the prospective applicant wants to register to vote or ((transfer))
update his or her voter registration by asking the foll ow ng question:

"Do you want to register to vote or ((t+ransfer)) update your voter
regi stration?"

If the applicant chooses to register or ((transfer)) update a
regi stration, the service agent shall ask the foll ow ng:

(a) "Are you a United States citizen?"
(b) "Are you or will you be eighteen years of age on or before the
next el ection?"

| f the applicant answers in the affirmative to both questions, the
agent shall then provide the applicant wwth a voter registration form
and instructions and shall record that the applicant has requested to
regi ster ((te—vete—or—transfer)) or update a voter registration. | f
the applicant answers in the negative to either question, the agent
shall not provide the applicant wwth a voter registration form

(4) If an agency uses a conputerized application process, it may,
in consultation with the secretary of state, devel op nethods to capture
sinmul taneously the information required for voter registration during
a person's conputerized application process.

(5) Each designated agency shall transmt the applications to the
secretary of state or appropriate county auditor within three business
days.

Sec. 17. RCW 29A. 08. 340 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 225 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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(1) A person may register to vote((—transter—avoter—fregistration-
or—changehis—or—her—nare+tor)) or update his or her voter registration

((purposes)) when he or she applies for or renews a driver's |license or
identification card under chapter 46.20 RCW

(2) To register to vote((—transter—his—or—her—voter—registration-
or—change—his—or—her—narre—For—voler—registratton—purposes—under—thi-s
seetton)) or update a registration, the applicant shall provide the
i nformation required by RCW ((29A08-—210)) 29A. 08. 010.

(3) The driver licensing agent shall record that the applicant has
requested to register to vote or ((transfer)) update a voter
regi stration

Sec. 18. RCW 29A.08.350 and 2009 c 369 s 21 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The departnent of Ilicensing shall produce and transmt to the
secretary of state the following information fromthe records of each
i ndi vi dual who requested a voter registration or ((t+ansfer)) update at
a driver's license facility: The nane, address, date of birth, gender
of the applicant, the driver's license nunber, and the date on which
the application for voter registration or ((t+ansfer)) update was
submtted. The secretary of state shall process the registrations and
((t+ransfers)) updates as an el ectronic application.

Sec. 19. RCW 29A.08.520 and 2009 ¢ 325 s 1 are each reenacted to
read as foll ows:

(1) For a felony conviction in a Washington state court, the right
to vote is provisionally restored as long as the person is not under
the authority of the departnment of corrections. For a felony
conviction in a federal court or any state court other than a
Washi ngton state court, the right to vote is restored as long as the
person is no | onger incarcerated.

(2)(a) Once the right to vote has been provisionally restored, the
sentencing court my revoke the provisional restoration of voting
rights if the sentencing court determ nes that a person has willfully
failed to conply with the terns of his or her order to pay |ega
financi al obligations.

(b) If the person has failed to make three paynents in a
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twel ve-nonth period and the county clerk or restitution recipient
requests, the prosecutor shall seek revocation of the provisional
restoration of voting rights fromthe court.

(c) To the extent practicable, the prosecutor and county clerk
shall informa restitution recipient of the recipient's right to ask
for the revocation of the provisional restoration of voting rights.

(3) If the court revokes the provisional restoration of voting
rights, the revocation shall remain in effect until, upon notion by the
person whose provisional voting rights have been revoked, the person
shows that he or she has made a good faith effort to pay as defined in
RCW 10. 82. 090.

(4) The county clerk shall enter into a database maintai ned by the
adm nistrator for the courts the nanes of all persons whose provisiona
voting rights have been revoked, and update the database for any person
whose voting rights have subsequently been restored pursuant to
subsection (6) of this section.

(5) At least twice a year, the secretary of state shall conpare the
list of registered voters to a list of felons who are not eligible to
vote as provided in subsections (1) and (3) of this section. If a
regi stered voter is not eligible to vote as provided in this section,
the secretary of state or county auditor shall confirm the match
through a date of birth conparison and suspend the voter registration
from the official state voter registration |ist. The secretary of
state or county auditor shall send to the person at his or her |ast
known voter registration address and at the departnent of corrections,
if the person is under the authority of the departnent, a notice of the
proposed cancellation and an explanation of the requirenents for
provisionally and permanently restoring the right to vote and
reregistering. To the extent possible, the secretary of state shal
time the conparison required by this subsection to allow notice and
cancel l ation of voting rights for ineligible voters prior to a primary
or general election.

(6) The right to vote may be pernmanently restored by one of the
follow ng for each fel ony conviction:

(a) Acertificate of discharge issued by the sentencing court, as
provi ded i n RCW9. 94A. 637;

(b) A court order restoring the right, as provided in RCW9. 92. 066;
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(c) Afinal order of discharge issued by the i ndeterm nate sentence
revi ew board, as provided in RCW9. 96. 050; or

(d) A certificate of restoration issued by the governor, as
provi ded in RCW9. 96. 020.

(7) For the purposes of this section, a person is under the
authority of the departnent of corrections if the person is:

(a) Serving a sentence of confinement in the custody of the
departnent of corrections; or

(b) Subject to community custody as defined in RCW9. 94A. 030.

Sec. 20. RCW29A.08.820 and 2011 ¢ 10 s 21 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Challenges ((+nAttatedby—a—registered—voter—agarnst—a—voter
whe)) nust be filed with the county auditor of the county in which the
chal l enged voter is registered no later than forty-five days before the
election. The county auditor presides over the hearing.

(2) Only if the challenged voter registered to vote |l ess than sixty
days before the election, or ((whe)) changed residence | ess than sixty
days before the election without transferring his or her registration,
((pust)) may a challenge be filed not |ater than ten days before any

primary or election, general or special, or within ten days of the
voter being added to the voter registration database, whichever is

Iater((——a%—%he—e##+ee—e#—%he—app#ep#+a%e—eean%y—aad+%e#———ehakkenges

#F#ed—ﬂe%—#a%e%—%han—#e%%y—#+ve—days—be#e+e—%he—e+ee%+{ﬁﬂ)
((2))(a) If the challenge is filed within forty-five days before

an election at which the challenged voter is eligible to vote, a
notation of the challenge nust be made imediately in the voter
regi stration system and the county canvassi ng board presi des over the
heari ng.

(b) If the challenge is filed before the chall enged voter's ball ot
is received, the ballot nmust be treated as a chal |l enged ball ot.

(c) If the challenge is filed after the challenged voter's ball ot
is received, the challenge cannot affect the current el ection.

({ 3+ —the—chalHtenge—t+sttedatteastftorty-Hvedays—belore—an
| . hich t] hall I . i aibl 4
i o he | hg) )
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Sec. 21. RCW29A.12.005 and 2004 ¢ 267 s 601 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

As used in this chapter, "voting system' neans:

(1) The total conbination of nechanical, electronechanical, or
el ectronic equipment including, but not limted to, the software,
firmvare, and docunentation required to program control, and support
t he equi pnent, that is used:

(a) To define ballots;

(b) To cast and count votes;

(c) To report or display election results fromthe voting system

QD
>

(d) To maintain and produce any audit trail information; and

(2) The practices and associ ated docunent ati on used:

(a) To identify system conponents and versions of such conponents;

(b) To test the systemduring its devel opnment and mai nt enance;

(c) To maintain records of systemerrors and defects;

(d) To determ ne specific system changes to be nade to a system
after the initial qualification of the system and

(e) To nmake avail able any nmaterials to the voter such as notices,
instructions, fornms, or paper ballots.

Sec. 22. RCW29A 12.080 and 2006 ¢ 207 s 2 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

No voting device shall be approved by the secretary of state unless
it:

(1) Secures to the voter secrecy in the act of voting;

(2) Permits the voter to vote for any person for any office and
upon any neasure that he or she has the right to vote for
(3) ((Permts—the—voter—to—veote—tor—alH—the—candidates—ol—one
partys-

£4))) Correctly registers all votes cast for any and all persons
and for or against any and all mneasures;

((65))) (4) Provides that a vote for nore than one candi date cannot
be cast by one single operation of the voting device or vote tally
system except when voting for president and vice president of the
United States; and

((668)y)) (5) Except for functions or capabilities unique to this
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state, has been tested and certified by an independent testing
authority designated by the United States election assistance
conmi ssi on.

Sec. 23. RCW29A 12.120 and 2011 ¢ 10 s 24 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Before each state primary or general election at which voting
systens are to be used, the county auditor shall instruct all counting
center personnel who will operate a voting systemin the proper conduct
of their voting systemduties.

(2) The county auditor may waive instructional requirenents for
counting center personnel who have previously received instruction and
who have served for a sufficient length of time to be fully qualified
to performtheir duties. The county auditor shall keep a record of
each person who has received instruction and is qualified to serve at
t he subsequent primary or election.

(3) No person may ((werk)) operate a voting systemin a counting
center at a primary or election ((at—whieh—a—vote—tallyinrgsystemis
used)) unless that person has received the required instruction and is
qualified to performhis or her duties in connection with the handling
and tallying of ballots for that primary or el ection.

Sec. 24. RCW 29A. 12. 150 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 315 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

((é&}—%b—vekkng—dev+ee—eF—naeh+ﬂe—ﬁay—be—used—+n—a—eeaa%y—m&%h—a

2y)) The secretary of state shall not certify under this title any
voting device or machine for use in conducting a primry or general or
special election in this state unless the device or machine correctly
records on a separate ballot the votes cast by each elector for any
person and for or against any neasure and such separate ballots are
avail abl e for audit purposes after such a primary or el ection.
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Sec. 25. RCW 29A.20.021 and 2004 c¢ 271 s 153 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Aperson filing a declaration of candidacy for an office shall,
at the tinme of filing, be a registered voter and possess the
qualifications specified by |aw for persons who nay be elected to the
of fice.

(2) Excluding the office of precinct conmttee officer or a
tenporary elected position such as a charter review board nenber or
freehol der, no person may file for nore than one office.

(3) The name of a candidate for an office shall not appear on a
ball ot for that office unless, except for judge of the superior court
and as provided in RCW((3-46-067and)) 3.50.057, the candidate is, at
the time the candidate's declaration of candidacy is filed, properly
registered to vote in the geographic area represented by the office.
For the purposes of this section, each geographic area in which
regi stered voters may cast ballots for an office is represented by that
office. If a person elected to an office nust be nomnated from a
district or simlar division of the geographic area represented by the
office, the nane of a candidate for the office shall not appear on a
primary ballot for that office unless the candidate is, at the tine the
candi date's declaration of candidacy is filed, properly registered to
vote in that district or division. The officer with whom decl arations
of candidacy nust be filed under this title shall review each such
declaration filed regardi ng conpliance with this subsecti on.

(4) The requirenents of voter registration and residence within the
geographic area of a district do not apply to candidates for
congressional office. Qualifications for the United States congress
are specifiedinthe United States Constitution.

Sec. 26. RCW 29A.20.111 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 188 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A "convention" for the purposes of this chapter, is an organized
assenbl age of registered voters representing an i ndependent candi date
or candidates or a new or mnor political party, organization, or
principle. ((As used inthis chapter.-the term"election jurisdiction”
shaH—mrean—the—state—or—any—pottecal—subdivi-ston—or—juwrtsdi-ction—of
Phe—sPa%e—#%en+mh+eh—pa#%+san—e##+e+a#s—aFe—e#ee%ed———lhks—%eFﬁ+sha##

Lud i i . : I
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Congress—and—the—statefor—president—and—viece-—prestdent—nenbers—of
the—Untted—States—senate—and—state—otHetals—who—are—elected—on—a
statew-de—basts—) )

Sec. 27. RCW29A.20.121 and 2006 ¢ 344 s 4 are each anended to
read as follows:

({ tHh—Any—nom-nation—ol—a-—candi-date—tor—partisan—public—olce—by
other —than—a—mafor—pobitteal —party —may —be—made —onby—{ar—tn—a
conventon—held—not —earter—than—the—Hrst—Saturday—in—May—and—not
| I I I I . i Y I
aned+a%e#y ppeeedkng He — Hrst— day for —Hng —declarattons —ob

pe¥+%keak —party— and +ﬂdependeHP candi-dates—may—appear—onby—on—the
general election ballot.

£2))) Nom nations of candi dates for president and vice president of
the United States, other than by a major political party, may be nade
((et+ther)) at a convention conducted ((under—subseetton—(1)r—oef—this
seetton—or—at—asimlarconventiontaking—place)) not earlier than the
first Saturday in ((Jure)) My and not later than the fourth Saturday
in July in the year that president and vice president appear on the

general election_ballot. ((Gbﬂveﬂ%+ens—hekd—du##ﬂg—%h+s—%¥ﬁe—pe%¥ed

and —vi-ce —president —of —the —United — States——except —as —provided —+n
suhsecton—{3)—olth-s—section—
3y —+H—a—speetal—HtHng—pertod—for—a—partisan—of-Hece—s—opened
wirder — ROA—29A 24211 — candi-dates — o — mroer — pob-teal —parttes —and
o I i d et s i I Al £l
od. I f o i d I |
I . ball I I . W . held |
Hran—Hve—days—atter—the—close—ol—the—speectal—HHng—pertod—and—a
vy of . . e filed with il T vy Aol
than — three —days — atter — the — eanventieon—The — regu-renrents — of —REW
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4y)) Amnor political party may hol d nore than one convention but
in no case shall any such party nom nate nore than one candi date for
( (ahy—oehe—partisan—puble—offH+ce—or—posittion)) president or nore than
one_candidate for_vice_ president. ((For the purpose of nomnating
candi-dates—for—the—pitces—of —prestdent—and—vice—presitdent——United
States senator, United States representative,-or a statewde office,))
To _be_valid, a convention nust be attended by at |east one_hundred
regi stered voters, but a mnor party or independent candi date hol di ng
mul ti ple conventions may add together the nunber of signatures of

different individuals fromeach convention ((ebtathred+nsuppert—oef—the

candi-date—or—candidates)) in order to obtain ((thenrurberrequiredby
ROW29A-20-141)) and submt to the secretary of state the signatures of

at | east one thousand reqgi stered voters of the state of Wshi ngton.

Sec. 28. RCW 29A.20.161 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 154 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

A certificate evidencing nom nati ons made at a conventi on nust:

(1) Bein witing;

(2) Contain the nanme of each person nomnated, his or her
residence, ((and)) the office for which he or she is naned, and ((+F
Hhe—nomnatton—+s—tor—theofHeces— ol presi-dent—and—vice—prestdent—of
the—United-States)) a sworn statenent fromboth nom nees giving their
consent to the nom nation;

(3) Identify the mnor political party or the i ndependent candi date
on whose behal f the convention was hel d;

(4) Be verified by the oath of the presiding officer and secretary;

(5) Be acconpanied by a nom nating petition or petitions bearing
the signatures and addresses of ((+registered—veters—equal+nnurberto
that—requi+red—by—ROW-29A20-141)) at | east one_ thousand_ registered
voters of the state of WAshi ngt on;

(6) Contain proof of publication of the notice of calling the
convention; and

(7) Be submtted to the ((appropr+atefitingoffiecer)) secretary of

state not Ilater than ((ere—week—foelHlowng—the—adiournrent—oft—the
conventton—at—which—the—noemnattons—were—rade)) the first Friday of
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August . ( ( H —the — nomnations —are — amade — onby — For — obH-ces —whose

%he—seeFeP&Fy4#—{ﬁ{&fko)

Sec. 29. RCW 29A.20.191 and 2004 c¢ 271 s 157 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

Upon the receipt of the certificate of nom nation, the ((efeer
wH-h—whom+t+—+s—filed)) secretary of state shall check the certificate
and canvass the signatures on the acconpanying nom nating petitions to
determine if the requirements of RCW ((29A20—141)) 29A. 20.161 (as
recodified by this act) have been nmet. Once the determ nation has been
made, the ((HHng—efficer)) secretary of state shall notify the
presiding officer of the convention and any other persons requesting
the notification, of his or her decision regarding the sufficiency of
the certificate or the nom nating petitions. Any appeal regarding the
((H+Hngoffieer—s)) secretary's determnation nust be filed with the
superior court of ((the)) Thurston county ((HA—whiech-theecertificate—or
pet+tions—were—fHted)) not later than five days from the date the
determ nation is made, and shall be heard and finally disposed of by
the court within five days of the filing. Nom nating petitions shal
not be available for public inspection or copying.

Sec. 30. RCW 29A.24.020 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 602 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

If at the sane election there are short ternms or full terns and
unexpired terns of office to be filled, the filing officer shall
di stingui sh them and designate the short term the full term and the
unexpired term as such, or by use of the words "short term"™
"unexpired two year term" or "four year term" as the case may be.

({ b —HHng—the —declaratton—of —candtdacy —tn—such —cases —the
candi-date—shal-—speectty—that—the candi-dacy +sfor—theshort—term—the
fuH—term—or—the unexpired—term)) Wen both a short termand a ful

termfor the sanme position are scheduled to be voted upon, or when a
short termis created after the close of the filing period, a single
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decl arati on of candi dacy acconpanied by a single filing fee shall be
construed as a filing for both the short termand the full termand the
nanme of such candi date shall appear upon the ballot for the position
sought with the designation "short termand full term"™ The candi date
el ected to both such terns shall be sworn into and assune office for
the short termas soon as the election returns have been certified and
shall again be sworn into office ((enr—the—second—Mnday—rnr—Jandary
foH-owingtheeleectiontoassureoffiee)) for the full term

Sec. 31. RCW29A.24.031 and 2004 c¢ 271 s 158 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A candidate who desires to have his or her nane printed on the
ball ot for election to an office other than president of the United
States, vice president of the United States, or an office for which
ownership of property is a prerequisite to voting shall conplete and
file a declaration of candidacy. The secretary of state shall adopt,
by rule, a declaration of candidacy form for the office of precinct
commttee officer and a separate standard form for candi dates for al
other offices filing under this chapter. Included on the standard form
shal | be:

(1) A place for the candidate to declare that he or she is a
regi stered voter within the jurisdiction of the office for which he or
she is filing, and the address at which he or she is registered;

(2) Aplace for the candidate to indicate the position for which he
or she is filing;

(3) Aplace for the candidate to ((+ndicate—aparty—desighratton—+
appteable)) state a party preference, if the office is a partisan
of fice;

(4) A place for the candidate to indicate the anount of the filing
fee acconpanyi ng the decl aration of candi dacy or for the candidate to
i ndicate that he or sheis filing a ((remhrating)) filing fee petition
inlieuof the filing fee under RCW29A. 24. 091,

(5) A place for the candidate to sign the decl aration of candi dacy,
stating that the information provided on the formis true and sweari ng
or affirmng that he or she will support the Constitution and | aws of
the United States and the Constitution and laws of the state of
Washi ngt on.
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In the case of a declaration of candidacy filed electronically,
subm ssion of the form constitutes agreenent that the information
provided with the filing is true, that he or she wll support the
Constitutions and laws of the United States and the state of
Washi ngton, and that he or she agrees to electronic paynent of the
filing fee established in RCW29A. 24. 091.

The secretary of state may require any other information on the
form he or she deens appropriate to facilitate the filing process.

Sec. 32. RCW29A 24.101 and 2006 c 206 s 4 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The filing fee petition authorized by RCW 29A.24.091 nust be
printed on sheets of uniformcolor and size, nust include a place for
each individual to sign and print his or her nane and the address,
city, and county at which he or she is registered to vote, and nust
contain no nore than twenty nunbered |ines.

(2) ((For candidates for nonpartisan office and candidates of a
maj-or—poHtieal—party—for—partisan—offiee;-)) The filing fee petition

must be in substantially the followi ng form
The warni ng prescri bed by RCW29A. 72. 140; fol | owed by:

We, the undersigned registered voters of (the state of
Washington_or the political subdivision for which the nomnation_ is
made) , hereby petition that the nane of (candi date's nane) be
printed on the official primary ballot for the office of (insert
nane of office)

Washingten—er—the—politteal—subdivision—foer—which—the—npoemnatten—s

radey——herebypetitionthat the nareof ——(candidate s nanrey——be
prnted—oen—the—ofHecial—general—eleetion—balHot—for—the—ofiice—of
—fasert—nane—of—ofHee}—-) )

Sec. 33. RCW 29A. 24. 320 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 623 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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The secretary of state shall notify each county auditor of any
declarations filed wth the secretary under RCW ((29A24-310))
29A.24.311 for offices appearing on the ballot in that county. The
county auditor shall ensure that those persons charged with counting
the ballots for a primary or election are notified of all valid wite-
i n candi dates before the tabul ati on of those ball ots.

Sec. 34. RCW29A. 28.041 and 2011 c 349 s 14 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Wenever a vacancy occurs in the United States house of
representatives or the United States senate from this state, the
governor shall order a special election to fill the vacancy. ((Mnrer

(2) Wthin ten days of such vacancy occurring, he or she shal
issue a wit of election fixing a date for the primary at | east seventy
days after issuance of the wit, and fixing a date for the election at
| east seventy days after the date of the primary. [|f the vacancy is in
the office of United States representative, the wit of election shal
specify the congressional district that is vacant.

(3) If the vacancy occurs | ess than ei ght nonths before a ((state))
general election and before the close of the filing period for that
general election, the special primary((s)) and special vacancy
el ecti on( (+—and —m-Ror—party —and —i-ndependent —candi-date —nom-hating
convent+ens)) nust be held in concert with the state primary and
((state)) general election in that year

(4) If the vacancy occurs on or after the first day for filing
under RCW 29A. 24. 050 and on or before the close of the filing period,
a special filing period of three nornmal business days shall be fixed
((by—the—governor)) and notice thereof given to all nedia, including
press, radio, and television within the area in which the vacancy
election is to be held, to the end that, insofar as possible, al

interested persons will be aware of such filing period. ((Fhe—rares—of
. Litical i d ol il ed Lid deel . :
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(5 If the vacancy occurs later than the close of the filing
period, a special primary and vacancy election to fill the position
shall be held after the next ((state)) general election but, in any
event, no later than the ninetieth day following the ((Neverber))

general election.

Sec. 35. RCW 29A. 28. 050 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 705 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
After calling a special primary and special vacancy election to

fill a vacancy in the United States house of representatives or the
United States senate fromthis state, the governor shall imrediately
notify the secretary of state who shall, in turn, imediately notify

the county auditor of each county wholly or partly within which the
vacancy exi sts.

Each county auditor shall publish notices of the special primry
and the special vacancy election at |east once in any |egal newspaper
publ i shed in the county, as provided by RCW ((29A52310—and29A-52-350

respeetively)) 29A.52. 355.

Sec. 36. RCW29A 28.061 and 2011 ¢ 10 s 28 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The general election laws and |laws relating to partisan primaries
shall apply to the special primaries and vacancy el ecti ons provi ded for
in chapter 29A 28 RCWto the extent that they are not inconsistent with
the provisions of these sections. { { Mnor — pobitieal —party —and
Hdependent — candi-dates — ey — appear — oy — on — the — general — el ection
battot—)) Statutory time deadlines relating to availability of
ball ots, certification, canvassing, and rel ated procedures that cannot
be nmet in a tinely fashion may be nodified for the purposes of a
specific primary or vacancy election under this chapter by the
secretary of state through energency rules adopted under RCW
29A. 04. 611.

Sec. 37. RCW29A.32.100 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 810 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) An argunment or statenment submtted to the secretary of state
for publication in the voters' panphlet is not available for public
i nspection or copying until:
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(a) In the case of candidate statenents, (i) all statenents by al
candi dates who have filed for a particular office have been received,
except those who informed the secretary that they wll not submt
statenents, or (ii) the deadline for subm ssion of statenents has
el apsed;

(b) I'n the case of argunents supporting or opposing a neasure, (i)
the argunments on both sides have been received, unless a conmttee was
not appointed for one side, or (ii) the deadline for subm ssion of
argunents has el apsed; and

(c) In the case of rebuttal argunents, (i) the rebuttals on both
si des have been received, unless a commttee was not appointed for one
side, or (ii) the deadline for subm ssion of argunments has el apsed.

(2) Nothing in this section prohibits the secretary fromrel easi ng
i nformati on under RCW29A. 32. 090( (€2} ) .

Sec. 38. RCW29A.32.210 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 813 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

At | east ninety days before any primary or general election, or at
least forty days before any special election held under RCW
((29A04-320)) 29A.04.321 or 29A.04.330, the legislative authority of
any county or first-class or <code city my adopt an ordinance
authorizing the publication and distribution of a |local voters

panphl et . The panphlet shall provide information on all measures
within that jurisdiction and may, if specified in the ordinance,
i nclude informati on on candidates within that jurisdiction. |If both a

county and a first-class or code city within that county authorize a
| ocal voters' panphlet for the same election, the panphlet shall be
produced jointly by the county and the first-class or code city. |If no
agreenent can be reached between the county and first-class or code
city, the county and first-class or code city may each produce a
panphl et. Any ordi nance adopted authorizing a |ocal voters' panphl et
may be for a specific primary, special election, or general election or
for any future primaries or elections. The format of any | ocal voters'
panphl et shall, whenever applicable, conply with the provisions of this
chapter regarding the publication of the state candi dates' and voters

panphl et s.
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Sec. 39. RCW29A 36.010 and 2011 c 349 s 15 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Not | ater than the Tuesday follow ng the regular filing period, the
secretary of state shall certify to each county auditor a list of the
candi dates who have filed declarations of candidacy in his or her
office for the primary. For each office, the certificate shall include
the name of each candidate, his or her address, and his or her party

pref erence ((er—+ndependent—desigratton—as-—shownr)) , if any, provided

on fil ed decl arati ons.

Sec. 40. RCW 29A.36.060 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 906 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

If any persons are dissatisfied with the ballot title for a
proposed constitution((+)) or constitutional anendnent((—er—guestioen
subm-tted—underROM29A-36-050)), they may at any time within ten days
from the time of the filing of the ballot title and summary, not
i ncl udi ng Sat urdays, Sundays, or |egal holidays, appeal to the superior
court of Thurston county by petition setting forth the neasure, the
ballot title objected to, their objections to it, and praying for
amendnent of the ballot title. The tinme of the filing of the ball ot
title, as used inthis section for establishing the tinme for appeal, is
the time the ballot titleis first filed wwth the secretary of state.

A copy of the petition on appeal together with a notice that an
appeal has been taken nmust be served upon the secretary of state, the
attorney general, the chief clerk of the house of representatives, and
the secretary of the senate. Upon the filing of the petition on
appeal, the court shall imediately, or at the tine to which a hearing
may be adjourned by consent of the appellants, exam ne the proposed
measure, the ballot title filed, and the objections to it and may hear
argunents on it, and shall as soon as possible render its decision and
certify to and file with the secretary of state a ballot title that it
determines wll neet the requirenents of this chapter. The decision of
the superior court is final, and the ballot title so certified wll be
the established ballot title. The appeal nust be heard wi thout cost to
ei ther party.

Sec. 41. RCW 29A. 36. 101 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 125 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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Except for the candidates for ((the—posttions—ef)) president and
vice president, or for a partisan or nonpartisan office for which no
primary is required, ((er—for—independent—or—mnor—party—candidates;))
t he nanes of all candi dates who, under this title, filed a declaration
of candi dacy ((sr—were—certitiedas—a candidate o —a vacaneyon—a

major—party—tieket—wt)) nust appear on the appropriate ballot at the
primary throughout the jurisdiction ((Hr—whiech—they—are—to—be

pomnated)) for which they filed.

Sec. 42. RCW 29A.36.121 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 129 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(D((&)r)) The positions or offices on a primary consolidated
bal |l ot shall be arranged in substantially the follow ng order: United

States senator; United States representative; governor; |ieutenant
governor; secretary of state; state treasurer; state auditor; attorney
general ; conmm ssioner of public |ands; superintendent of public
i nstruction; i nsurance conm ssi oner ; state senat or ; state

representative; county officers; justices of the suprenme court; judges
of the court of appeals; judges of the superior court; and judges of
the district court. For all other jurisdictions on the primary
((eonsol+dated)) ballot, the offices in each jurisdiction shall be
grouped together and be in the order of the position nunbers assigned
to those offices, if any.

( (Lo —T! - e : ball I
L I ol he follow or . I ;
of — state — state — treasurer- — state — audi-tor- — attoerney — generals-
. of—public_| oo i o _ ,
state—representative-—and— BG%FFS&H cotnty — e##+eepg———FeF ak-— e%hep
usdhetons —on — the — prnary — partby — batkHbotb——the — ol Heces —in—each
Forsdi-etion—mrust—be—grouped —together—and —be—hr—the—order—of-—the
L I : I I e T _
T - T . : ball
I o I Ll he_f ol Lowi or : I :
blie i R . Y i ud oY
: s jud T . ; | ud Y ' :
_ ] I uricdiet] I : : ball-ot
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e#de%—e#—%he—pes+%+eﬂ—ﬂaﬂhe%s—ass+gﬂed—%e—%hese—etﬁkees—44—%yﬁko)
(2) The order of the positions or offices on ((anr)) a_genera

el ection ballot shall be substantially the same as on a primary
((eonsoelidated)) ballot except that state ballot issues nust be placed
before all offices. The offices of president and vice president of the
United States shall precede all other offices on a presidential
el ection ballot. The positions on a ballot to be assigned to ball ot
measures regarding |ocal units of governnent shall be established by
the secretary of state by rule.

({ £33y — Fhe — political —party — or —ndependent — candtdacy — ol —each
candidatetor—partisan—eltH-ece—shal—be—tndicatednext—tothe—narve—of
tHhe—candi-date—on—theprimary —and—election—balot—A-candir-date—shal-
Hte—a—wrttten—nottece—wi-th—the—HHng—olHHcer—wthin—three—bustness
days—alter—the—elose—ol—theHHngpertod—destgnating—the—pobitiecal
party—to-—be—indicatednext to—thecandi-date s —nane—on—the—battot—+F
e+%hep———%a} Fhe—candi-date—has—been—nomnated—bBy—bwo—or —rBre—m-nor

Sec. 43. RCW29A.36.131 and 2011 ¢ 10 s 32 are each anended to
read as follows:
After the close of business on the |last day for candidates to file

for office, the filing officer shall ((—f+remarmengthoseHlHngs—rade
Hr—person—and—by—+watt)) determne by |ot the order in which the nanmes

of those candidates wll appear on all ballots. The determ nation
shall be done publicly and my be w tnessed by the nedia and by any
candi dat e. If no primary is required ((for—any—nonpartisan—office
under RCW 29A 52. 011 or 29A 52.220, or f any independent or mnor
party—eandidate—H1tes—a—deeclaratton—ef—candidaey)), the nanes shall
appear on the general election ballot in the order determ ned by |ot.

p. 29 SSB 5518. SL



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W NNNNNNMNNMNNNNRRRRRRRERPR PR
O © ©~N O UM WNIEO®OOO-NOOOMWNDNERO

31
32
33
34
35
36
37

Sec. 44. RCW29A 36.161 and 2011 ¢ 10 s 33 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) On the top of each ballot nust be printed clear and concise
instructions directing the voter how to mark the ballot, including
wite-in votes. ((Sathe—top—of—eachprirary—ballot—rmust—be printed
the instructions required by this chapter.))

(2) The ballot must have a clear delineation between the ball ot
instructions and the first ball ot neasure or office through the use of
white space, illustration, shading, color, synbol, font size, or bold
type. The secretary of state shall establish standards for ball ot
desi gn and | ayout consistent with this section and RCW29A. 04. 611.

(3) The questions of adopting constitutional anendnents or any
ot her state neasure authorized by law to be submtted to the voters at
that election nust appear after the instructions and before any
of fices.

(4) In a year that president and vice president appear on the
general election ballot, the names of candi dates for president and vice
president for each political party nust be grouped together with a
singl e response position for a voter to indicate his or her choi ce.

({ (55— —a—general—electton—balH ot —the—candidate—or—candtdates
ef)) The mpjor political party that received the highest nunber of
votes fromthe electors of this state for the office of president of
the United States at the |ast presidential election nust appear first
( (feHHowing — the — appropriate — ofHece — heading——Fhe — candi-date —or
candi-dates—ofb—the)) . G her mjor political parties ((wH-)) nust

foll ow according to the votes cast for their nom nees for president at

the [ast presidential election((—and)). |ndependent candi dates and
( (the—eandidate—oer—candi-dates—ef—all—other)) mnor parties ((wH))
must follow nmajor parties and be listed in the order of their

qualification with the secretary of state.

Sec. 45. RCW29A. 36.170 and 2005 ¢ 2 s 6 are each reenacted and
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) For any office for which a primary was held, only the names of
the top two candi dates will appear on the general election ballot; the
nanme of the candi date who received the greatest nunber of votes w |
appear first and the candi date who recei ved the next greatest nunber of
votes will appear second. No candidate's name may be printed on the
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subsequent general election ballot unless he or she receives at | east

one percent of the total votes cast for that office at the preceding
primary, if a primary was conducted. On the ballot at the general

el ection for an office for which no primary was hel d, the nanmes of the
candidates shall be Ilisted in the order determned under RCW
((29A36-136)) 29A.36.131.

(2) For the office of justice of the supreme court, judge of the
court of appeals, judge of the superior court, judge of the district
court, or state superintendent of public instruction, if a candidate in
a contested primary receives a npgjority of all the votes cast for that
office or position, only the name of that candi date may be printed for
that position on the ballot at the general election.

Sec. 46. RCW 29A. 36.201 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 171 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The nanmes of ((the—persoens)) candidates certified ((as—hnemhnees))
by the secretary of state or the county canvassing board as qualified
to appear on_the general election shall be printed on the genera

el ection ballot ((at—t+heensutngelection)).

If a primary for an_office was held, no nane of any candidate
( ( whese—nomnation—at—a—prrary—+s—regui+red—by—taw) ) shall be placed
upon the ballot at a general or special election unless it appears upon
the certificate of either (1) the secretary of state, or (2) the county
canvassi ng boar d( (;—e—3)—a—mhnoer—party—econvenrt+on—or—the—state—or
county—central—comittee—ol—amapor —poltiecal—party—toHH—a-vacancy
on its ticket under RCWZ29A. 28.021)).

Excluding the office of precinct conmttee officer or a tenporary
el ected position such as a charter review board nenber or freehol der
a candi date's nane shall not appear on a ballot nore than once ((u4pen
a—batH-ot—ftor—a—posttion—regularby—nomnated—or—elected—at—the—sane
election)).

Sec. 47. RCW29A 40.010 and 2011 ¢ 10 s 35 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Each active registered voter of the state, overseas voter, and
service voter shall automatically be issued a mail ballot for each
general election, special election, or primary. Overseas voters and
service voters are authorized to cast the sane ballots, including those
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for special elections, as a registered voter of the state would receive
under this chapter. Each active registered voter shall continue to
receive a ballot by mail until the death or disqualification of the
voter, cancellation of the voter's registration, or placing the voter
on inactive status.

Sec. 48. RCW 29A.40.070 and 2011 ¢ 349 s 16 and 2011 ¢ 10 s 38 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) Except where a recount or litigation is pending, the county
auditor must mail ballots to each voter at |east eighteen days before
each primary or election, and as soon as possible for all subsequent
regi stration changes.

(2) Except where a recount or litigation is pending, the county
auditor must mail ballots to each service and overseas voter at |east
thirty days before each ((prrary—eleetien—eor)) special election, and
at least forty-five days before each primary or general election, or
any special election that involves federal office. A request for a
ball ot nmade by an overseas or service voter after that day mnust be
processed i medi ately.

(3) A registered voter nmay obtain a replacenent ballot if the
ball ot is destroyed, spoiled, |ost, or not received by the voter. The
voter may obtain the ballot by telephone request, by nuil
el ectronically, or in person. The county auditor shall keep a record
of each request for a replacenent ballot.

(4) Each county auditor shall <certify to the office of the
secretary of state the dates the ballots were mailed, or the reason and
date the ballots will be mailed if the ballots were not mailed tinely.

(5) Failure to mail ballots as prescribed in this section does not
by itself provide a basis for an election contest or other |egal
challenge to the results of a primary, general election, or special
el ecti on.

Sec. 49. RCW 29A.40.091 and 2011 ¢ 349 s 17, 2011 c 348 s 3, 2011
c 182 s 1, and 2011 ¢ 10 s 39 are each reenacted and anended to read as
fol |l ows:

(1) The county auditor shall send each voter a ballot, a security
envel ope in which to conceal the ballot after voting, a |l arger envel ope
in which to return the security envel ope, a declaration that the voter
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must sign, and instructions on how to obtain information about the
el ection, howto mark the ballot, and how to return the ballot to the
county auditor.

(2) The voter nust swear under penalty of perjury that he or she
nmeets the qualifications to vote, and has not voted in any other
jurisdiction at this election. The declaration nmust clearly informthe
voter that it is illegal to vote if he or she is not a United States
citizen; it is illegal to vote if he or she has been convicted of a
felony and has not had his or her voting rights restored; and it is
illegal to cast a ballot or sign a ((returr—envelope)) ballot
declaration on behalf of another voter. The ballot_ materials_ nust
provi de space for the voter ((fust)) to sign the declaration, indicate
the date on which the ballot was voted, and ((stgh—the—deeclaration—
The ballot materials nust also contain a space so that the voter nay))
i ncl ude a tel ephone nunber.

(3) For overseas and service voters, the signed declaration ((en
the — return —enveloepe)) constitutes the equivalent of a voter
registration ((fer—the—eleection—or—primary—for—which—the ballot—has
been—+ssued)). Return envel opes for overseas and service voters nust
enable the ballot to be returned postage free if mailed through the
United States postal service, United States arnmed forces postal
service, or the postal service of a United States forei gn enbassy under
39 U.S.C. 3406.

(4) The voter nust be instructed to either return the ballot to the
county auditor no later than 8:00 p.m the day of the election or
primary, or mail the ballot to the county auditor with a postmark no
| ater than the day of the election or primary. Service and overseas
voters mnust be provided with instructions and a ((seereey—ecover))
privacy sheet for returning the ballot and signed declaration by fax or
e-mail. A voted ballot and signed declaration returned by fax or e-
mail rmust be received by 8:00 p.m on the day of the election or
primry.

Sec. 50. RCW29A.52.112 and 2005 ¢ 2 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A primary is a first stage in the public process by which
voters el ect candidates to public office.
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(2) Whenever candidates for a partisan office are to be elected,
the general election nust be preceded by a primry conducted under this
chapter. Based upon votes cast at the primary, the top two candi dates
will be certified as qualified to appear on the general election
ballot, wunless only one candidate qualifies as provided in RCW
29A. 36. 170.

(3) For partisan office, if a candidate has expressed a party ((er
Hrdependent)) preference on the declaration of candidacy, then that
preference will be shown after the nanme of the candidate on the primary
and general election ballots ((by—apprepriate—abbreviation)) as set
forth in rules of the secretary of state. A candidate may choose to
express no party ((er—independent)) preference. Any party ((er
Hrdependent)) preferences are shown for the information of voters only
and may in no way limt the options available to voters.

Sec. 51. RCW29A.52.210 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1305 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Al city and town primaries shall be nonparti san. Primaries for
special purpose districts, except those districts that require
ownership of property within the district as a prerequisite to voting,
shall be nonpartisan. GCty, town, and district primaries shall be held
as provided i n RCW ((29A04-310)) 29A.04.311.

The purpose of this section is to establish the holding of a
primary, subject to the exenptions in RCW 29A. 52.220, as a uniform
procedural requirenment to the holding of city, town, and district
el ections. These provisions supersede any and all other statutes,
whet her general or special in nature, having different election
requirenents.

Sec. 52. RCW 29A.52.321 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 146 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

No |later than the day follow ng the certification of the returns of
any primary, the secretary of state shall certify to the appropriate
county auditors the nanes of all ((persens—homhatedfor—offieces—at—a
By —or—at—an—independent —candi-dat e —or—mnor —partby—conventon) )
candidates qualified to appear on the general election ballot.
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Sec. 53. RCW29A.52.355 and 2011 ¢ 10 s 45 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Notice for any state, county, district, or nmunicipal primry or
el ection, whether special or general, nust be given by the county
audi tor between five and fifteen days prior to the deadline for mail-in
registrations. The notice nust be published in one or nore newspapers
of general circulation and nust contain, at a mninmum the | ast date to
register online or through the mail, the last date to transfer or
update an existing registration, the last date to register in person
for first-tine voters, infornmation on where a person can register, the
type of election, the date of the election, how a voter can obtain a
ballot, alist of all jurisdictions involved in the election, including
positions and short titles for ballot neasures appearing on the ballot,
and the tines and dates of any public neetings associated with the
el ection. The notice shall also include where additional information
regarding the election may be obtained. The notice of a primary held
in_an_even-nunbered year nust_indicate that the office_of precinct
commttee officer is on the ballot. This is the only notice required
for a state, county, district, or municipal primary or special or
general election.

(2) If the county or city chooses to mail a |ocal voters' panphl et
as described in RCW 29A. 32. 210 to each residence, the notice required
in this section need only include the last date to register online or
through the mail, the last date to transfer or update an existing
registration, the last date to register in person for first-tine
voters, information on where a person can register, and the tines and
dates of any public neetings associated with the el ection.

Sec. 54. RCW29A.56.040 and 2007 ¢ 385 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Except where necessary to accommopdate the national or state
rules of a major political party or where this chapter specifically
provides otherwi se, the presidential primary nust be conducted in
substantially the same manner as a state ((partisan)) primary under
this title.

(2) ((Bxecept—as—provided—under—this—chapter—or—by—rule—ol—the
secretary—of —stateadoptedunder—ROW29A04-620,-)) The arrangenent and
form of presidential primary ballots nust be ((eenststent—wth—RCON
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29A-52-151)) established by admnistrative rule_adopted_under RCW
29A. 04. 620. Only the candidates who have qualified wunder RCW
29A. 56. 030 may appear on the ballots.

(3) Each party's ballot or portion of the ballot nust |1|ist
al phabetically the names of all candidates for the office of president.
The ball ot nust clearly indicate the political party of each candi date.
Each ballot nmust include a blank space to allow the voter to wite in
t he name of any ot her candi date.

(4) A presidential primary ballot with votes for nore than one
candi date is void, and notice to this effect, stated in clear, sinple
| anguage and printed in large type, nust appear on the face of each
presidential primary ballot or on or about each voting device.

Sec. 55. RCW 29A.56.210 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1417 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

|f, at the conclusion of the verification and canvass, it is found
that a petition for recall bears the required nunber of signatures of
certified legal voters, the officer with whom the petition is filed
shall pronptly certify the petitions as sufficient and fix a date for
the special election to determ ne whether or not the officer charged
shall be recalled and discharged from office. The special election
shall be held not less than forty-five nor nore than ((sb¢y)) ninety
days fromthe certification and, whenever possible, on one of the dates
provi ded in RCW 29A. 04. 330, but no recall election my be held between
the date of the primary and the date of the general election in any
cal endar year. Notice shall be given in the manner as required by |aw
for special elections in the state or in the political subdivision, as
t he case may be.

Sec. 56. RCW29A.56.320 and 2009 ¢ 264 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

In the year in which a presidential election is held, each major
political party and each mnor political party or independent candi date
conventi on ((held—under—chapter29A20-RCEYW) that nom nates candi dates
for president and vice president of the United States shall nom nate
presidential electors for this state. The party or convention shal
file wwth the secretary of state a certificate signed by the presiding
officer of the convention at which the presidential electors were
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chosen, listing the nanmes and addresses of the presidential electors.
Each presidential elector shall execute and file with the secretary of
state a pledge that, as an elector, he or she wll vote for the
candi dates nom nated by that party. The nanmes of presidential el ectors
shall not appear on the ballots. The votes cast for candidates for
president and vice president of each political party shall be counted
for the candidates for presidential electors of that political party;
however, if the interstate conpact entitled the "agreenent anong the
states to elect the president by national popular vote," as set forth
in RCW29A. 56. 300, governs the appoi ntnment of the presidential electors
for a presidential election as provided in clause 9 of Article Il of
t hat conpact, then the final appointnment of presidential electors for
that presidential election shall be in accordance with that conpact.

Sec. 57. RCW 29A.56.360 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1429 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

In a year in which the president and vice president of the United
States are to be elected, the secretary of state shall include in the
certification prepared under RCW ((29A-52—320)) 29A.52. 321 the nanes of
all candi dates for president and vice president who, ((atteast—FHFty
days—beforethe general—eleetion)) no later than the third Tuesday_of
August, have certified a slate of electors to the secretary of state
under RCW 29A.56.320 and have been nom nated either (1) by a mgjor
political party, as certified by the appropriate authority under party
rules, or (2) by a mnor party or as independent candi dates ((under
chapter—29A20-REW). Mjor or mnor political parties or independent
presidential candidates may substitute a different candidate for vice
president for the one whose nanme appears on the party's certification
or nomnating petition at any time before ((ferty—++ve)) seventy-five
days before the general election, by certifying the change to the
secretary of state. Substitutions nust not be permtted to delay the
printing of either ballots or a voters' panphlet. Substitutions are
valid only if submtted under oath and signed by the sane individual
who originally certified the nomnation, or his or her docunented
successor, and only if the substitute candi date consents in witing.

Sec. 58. RCW 29A. 56. 490 and 2011 ¢ 10 s 46 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

p. 37 SSB 5518. SL



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N P R R R R R R R R
O © o N O D WDNN - O

21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28
29
30
31
32

33
34
35

The election officials shall count and determ ne the nunber of
votes cast for each individual; and shall also count and determ ne the
aggregate nunber of votes cast for all candi dates whose nanes appear
under each of the respective headings. Were nore than the required
nunber have been voted for, the ballot nust be rejected. The vote nust
be canvassed in each county by the county canvassing board, and
certificate of results nust ((wthinfHifteendays—after the eleection))
be transmtted to the secretary of state. Upon receiving the
certificate, the secretary of state may require precinct returns from
any county to be forwarded for the secretary's exam nati on.

Where a district enbraces precincts of nore than one county, the
secretary of state shall conbine the votes from all the precincts
included in each district. The delegates elected in each district wll
be the nunber of candidates corresponding to the nunber of state
representatives fromthe district, who receive the highest nunber of
votes in the group (either "for" or "against") that received an
aggregate nunber of votes for all candidates in the group greater than
the aggregate nunber of votes for all the candidates in the other
group. The secretary of state shall issue certificates of election to
t he del egates so el ect ed.

Sec. 59. RCW29A.60.010 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1501 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

All  elections, whether special or general, held wunder RCW
((29A04-320)) 29A.04.321 and 29A. 04.330 mnust be conducted by the
county auditor as ex officio county supervisor of elections and, except
as provided in RCW 29A.60.240, the returns canvassed by the county
canvassi ng board.

Sec. 60. RCW29A 60.060 and 2011 ¢ 10 s 49 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

After the close of ((+he)) voting ((eenter)) at 8:00 p.m, the
county auditor nust directly load the results fromany direct recording
el ectronic nenory pack into the central accunul ator.

Sec. 61. RCW 29A. 60. 110 and 2011 ¢ 10 s 50 are each anended to

read as foll ows:
| medi ately after their tabulation, all ballots counted at a ball ot
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counting center nust be sealed in containers that identify the primary
or election and be retained for at |east sixty days or according to
federal |aw, whichever is |onger.

In the presence of major party observers who are avail able, ballots
may be renoved fromthe seal ed containers at the el ections departnent
and consolidated into one seal ed container for storage purposes. The
containers may only be opened by the canvassing board as part of the
canvass, ((er)) to conduct recounts, ((er—unrder—ROA29A60170(3))) to
conduct a_random check under RCW 29A.60.170, or by order of the
superior court in a contest or election dispute. |If the canvassing
board opens a ballot container, it shall nmake a full record of the
addi ti onal tabul ation or exam nation made of the ballots. This record
must be added to any other record of the canvassing process in that
county.

Sec. 62. RCW29A.60.160 and 2011 ¢ 10 s 53 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The county auditor, as delegated by the county canvassing
board, shall process ballots and canvass the votes cast at that primary
or election on a daily basis in counties wth a popul ati on of seventy-
five thousand or nore, or at |least every third day for counties with a
popul ati on of |ess than seventy-five thousand, if the county auditor is
i n possession of nore than five hundred ballots that have yet to be
canvassed.

(2) Saturdays, Sundays, and l|legal holidays are not counted for
pur poses of this section.

(3) Inorder to protect the secrecy of a ballot, the county auditor
may use discretion to decide when to process ((absentee)) ballots and
canvass the votes.

(4) Tabulation results nust be nmde available to the public
i mredi at el y upon conpl eti on of the canvass.

Sec. 63. RCW29A 60.165 and 2011 ¢ 10 s 54 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If the voter neglects to sign the ballot declaration, the
auditor shall notify the voter by first-class mail and advi se the voter
of the correct procedures for conpleting the unsigned declaration. |If
the ballot is received within three business days of the final neeting

p. 39 SSB 5518. SL



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W WWWWNNNNMNNNMNMNNNRERRRERERRERLEREPR PR
D WONRPROOOOMNOUODNWNEROOOOW-NOOOURAWRINIERO

35
36
37

of the canvassing board, or the voter has been notified by first-class
mail and has not responded at |east three business days before the
final nmeeting of the canvassing board, then the auditor shall attenpt
to notify the voter by tel ephone, using the voter registration record
i nformati on.

(2)(a) If the handwiting of the signature on a ballot declaration
is not the same as the handwiting of the signature on the registration
file, the auditor shall notify the voter by first-class nmail, encl osing
a copy of the declaration, and advise the voter of the correct
procedures for updating his or her signature on the voter registration
file. If the ballot is received within three business days of the
final nmeeting of the canvassing board, or the voter has been notified
by first-class mail and has not responded at | east three business days
before the final neeting of the canvassing board, then the auditor
shall attenpt to notify the voter by telephone, using the voter
regi stration record infornation.

(b) If the signature on a ballot declaration is not the sane as the
signature on the registration file because the nane is different, the
bal | ot may be counted as long as the handwiting is clearly the sane.
The auditor shall send the voter a change-of-name form under RCW
29A.08. 440 and direct the voter to conplete the form

(c) If the signature on a ballot declaration is not the sane as the
signature on the registration file because the voter used initials or
a comon ni cknanme, the ballot may be counted as |ong as the surnane and
handwiting are clearly the sane.

(3) A voter may not cure a missing or msmatched signature for
pur poses of counting the ballot in a recount.

(4) A record nust be kept of all ballots with mssing and
m smat ched signatures. The record nust contain the date on which the
voter was contacted or the notice was mailed, as well as the date on

whi ch the voter ((stghred—the—envelope—a—copyoft—theenvelope—anew
registrati+on—form-—oer—a—change-of-—narme —foern)) submtted updated
information. That record is a public record under chapter 42.56 RCW
and nmay be disclosed to interested parties on witten request.

Sec. 64. RCW 29A. 60.240 and 2011 c 349 s 22 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
The secretary of state shall, as soon as possible but in any event
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not later than seventeen days following the primry, canvass and
certify the returns of all primary elections as to candidates for
statewide offices, United States senators and representatives in
Congress, and all ((ether)) leqgislative and judicial candi dates whose
district extends beyond the [imts of a single county.

Sec. 65. RCW 29A. 60.250 and 2005 c¢ 243 s 18 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

As soon as the returns have been received fromall the counties of
the state, but not later than the thirtieth day after the election, the
secretary of state shall canvass and certify the returns of the general
election as to candidates for statewide offices, the United States
senate, congress, and all ((ether)) legislative and judicial candi dates
whose districts extend beyond the |imts of a single county. The
secretary of state shall transmt a copy of the certification to the
governor, president of the senate, and speaker of the house of
representatives.

Sec. 66. RCW 29A.64.021 and 2005 c¢ 243 s 19 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If the official canvass of all of the returns for any office at
any primary or election reveals that the difference in the nunber of
votes cast for a candidate apparently ((remnated)) qualified for the
general election ballot or elected to any office, and the nunber of
votes cast for the closest apparently defeated opponent is |ess than
two thousand votes and also | ess than one-half of one percent of the
total nunber of votes cast for both candi dates, the county canvassing
board shall conduct a recount of all votes cast on that position.

(a) Whenever such a difference occurs in the nunber of votes cast
for candidates for a position the declaration of candidacy for which
was filed with the secretary of state, the secretary of state shall
within three business days of the day that the returns of the primry
or election are first certified by the canvassing boards of those
counties, direct those boards to recount all votes cast on the
posi tion.

(b) (i) For statewi de elections, if the difference in the nunber of
votes cast for the apparent wi nner and the cl osest apparently defeated
opponent is |ess than one thousand votes and al so | ess than one-fourth
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of one percent of the total nunber of votes cast for both candi dates,
the votes shall be recounted nanually or as provided in subsection (3)
of this section.

(i1) For elections not included in (b)(i) of this subsection, if
the difference in the nunber of votes cast for the apparent w nner and
the cl osest apparently defeated opponent is | ess than one hundred fifty
votes and al so | ess than one-fourth of one percent of the total nunber
of votes cast for both candidates, the votes shall be recounted
manual Iy or as provided in subsection (3) of this section.

(2) A mandatory recount shall be conducted in the manner provided
by RCW 29A. 64. 030, 29A.64.041, and 29A.64.061. No cost of a mandatory
recount may be charged to any candi date.

(3) The apparent w nner and cl osest apparently defeated opponent
for an office for which a nmanual recount is required under subsection
(1)(b) of this section may select an alternative nmethod of conducting
the recount. To select such an alternative, the two candi dates shal
agree to the alternative in a signed, witten statenent filed with the
el ection official for the office. The recount shall be conducted using
the alternative nmethod if: It is suited to the balloting systemthat
was used for casting the votes for the office; it involves the use of
a vote tallying systemthat is approved for use in this state by the
secretary of state; and the vote tallying systemis readily available
in each county required to conduct the recount. If nore than one
balloting system was wused in casting votes for the office, an
alternative to a manual recount may be sel ected for each system

Sec. 67. RCW29A. 64.030 and 2011 c 349 s 24 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

An application for a recount shall state the office or_ballot
neasure for which a recount is requested, and whether the request is
for all precincts or only a portion of the ((wetes—east)) precincts in
that jurisdiction ((et—that—effiee)). The person filing an application
for a manual recount shall, at the same tine, deposit with the county
canvassi ng board or secretary of state, in cash or by certified check,
a sum equal to twenty-five cents for each ballot cast in the
jurisdiction or portion of the jurisdiction for which the recount is
requested as security for the paynment of any costs of conducting the
recount. |If the applicationis for a machine recount, the deposit nust
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be equal to fifteen cents for each ballot. These charges shall be
determned by the county canvassing board or boards under RCW
29A. 64. 081.

The county canvassing board shall determne the date, tinme, and
pl ace or places at which the recount will be conducted. Not |ess than
one day before the date of the recount, the county auditor shall notify
the applicant or affected parties and, if the recount involves an
office, to any person for whom votes were cast for that office of the
date, tinme, and place of the recount. Each person entitled to receive
notice of the recount my attend, wtness the recount, and be
acconpani ed by counsel.

Proceedi ngs of the canvassi ng board are public under chapter 42.30
RCW  Subject to reasonable and equitable guidelines adopted by the
canvassing board, all interested persons may attend and wtness a
recount .

Sec. 68. RCW 29A.64.050 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1605 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

When a partial recount of votes cast for an office or issue changes
the result of the election, the canvassing board or the secretary of
state, if the office or issue is being recounted at his or her
direction, shall order a conplete recount of all ballots cast for the
office or issue for the jurisdiction in question.

This recount will be conducted in a manner consistent with RCW
((29A—64-020)) 29A.64.021.

Sec. 69. RCW29A. 64.061 and 2005 c 243 s 21 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Upon conpletion of the canvass of a recount, the canvassing
board shall prepare and certify an anmended abstract showi ng the votes
cast in each precinct for which the recount was conducted. Copies of
the anended abstracts nust be transmtted to the sane officers who
recei ved the abstract on which the recount was based.

(2) If the ((pemnatton—eleetiony)) office or issue for which the
recount was conducted was ((submtted—onlytothe votersof acounty))
filed wwth the county auditor, the canvassing board shall file the
anmended abstract with the original results of that el ection or primary.
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(3) I'f the ((remnation—eleetion-)) office or issue for which a
recount was conducted was ((submttedto—thevoters—of—rpre—thanone
county)) filed with the secretary of state, the secretary of state
shal | canvass the amended abstracts and shall file an anended abstract
with the original results of that election. The secretary of state may
require that the anended abstracts be certified by each canvassing
board on a uni form dat e.

(4) An anended abstract certified under this section supersedes any
prior abstract of the results for the sanme offices or issues at the
sane primary or el ection.

Sec. 70. RCW 29A.64.090 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1609 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

When the official canvass of returns of any el ection reveal s that
the difference in the nunber of votes cast for the approval of a
statewi de neasure and the nunber of votes cast for the rejection of
such neasure is less than two thousand votes and al so | ess than one-
hal f of one percent of the total nunber of votes cast on such neasure,
the secretary of state shall direct that a recount of all votes cast on
such nmeasure be nmade on such neasure, in the manner provided by RCW
((29A—64-040)) 29A.64.041 and ((29A64-060)) 29A.64.061, and the cost
of such recount will be at state expense.

Sec. 71. RCW29A. 68.011 and 2011 c 349 s 25 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any justice of the suprene court, judge of the court of appeals, or
judge of the superior court in the proper county shall, by order,
require any person charged with error, wongful act, or neglect to
forthwith correct the error, desist fromthe wongful act, or perform
the duty and to do as the court orders or to show cause forthw th why
the error should not be corrected, the wongful act desisted from or
the duty or order not perforned, whenever it is made to appear to such
justice or judge by affidavit of an elector that:

(1) An error or omssion has occurred or is about to occur in
printing the name of any candi date on official ballots; or

(2) An error other than as provided in subsections (1) and (3) of
this section has been commtted or is about to be commtted in printing
the ballots; or
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(3) The nane of any person has been or is about to be wongfully
pl aced upon the ballots; or

(4) A wrongful act other than as provided for in subsections (1)
and (3) of this section has been perforned or is about to be perforned
by any el ection officer; or

(5) Any neglect of duty on the part of an election officer other
than as provided for in subsections (1) and (3) of this section has
occurred or is about to occur; or

(6) An error or om ssion has occurred or is about to occur in the
official certification of the election.

An affidavit of an elector under subsections (1) and (3) of this
section when relating to a primary election nust be filed with the
appropriate court no later than two days follow ng the closing of the
filing period for such office and shall be heard and finally disposed
of by the court not later than five days after the filing thereof. An
affidavit of an elector under subsections (1) and (3) of this section
when relating to a general election nust be filed with the appropriate
court no later than three days followng the official certification of
the primary election returns, or official certification of candi dates
gualified to appear on the general election ballot, whichever is |ater,
and shall be heard and finally di sposed of by the court not |ater than
five days after the filing thereof. An affidavit of an el ector under
subsection (6) of this section shall be filed wth the appropriate
court no later than ten days following the official certification of
the election as provided in RCW29A. 60.190, 29A 60.240, or 29A. 60. 250
or, inthe case of a recount, ten days after the official certification
of the anended abstract as provided i n RCW29A. 64. 061.

Sec. 72. RCW29A.68.020 and 2011 ¢ 10 s 64 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any of the follow ng causes may be asserted by a registered voter
to challenge the right to assune office of a candi date decl ared el ected
to that office:

(1) For m sconduct on the part of any ((#werber—of—any—preecthet))
el ection ((beard)) officer involved therein,;

(2) Because the person whose right is being contested was not, at
the time the person was declared elected, eligible to that office;
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(3) Because the person whose right is being contested was, previous
to the election_. convicted of a felony by a court of conpetent
jurisdiction, the conviction not having been reversed nor the person's
civil rights restored after the conviction;

(4) Because the person whose right is being contested gave a bribe
or reward to a voter or to an election officer for the purpose of
procuring the election, or offered to do so;

(5) On account of illegal votes.

(a) I'llegal votes include but are not limted to the foll ow ng:

(1) More than one vote cast by a single voter;

(ii) Avote cast by a person disqualified under Article VI, section
3 of the state Constitution.

(b) Illegal votes do not include votes cast by inproperly
regi stered voters who were not properly chall enged under RCW29A. 08. 810
and 29A. 08. 820.

All election contests nust proceed under RCW 29A. 68. 011.

Sec. 73. RCW29A.72.080 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1809 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any persons, including the attorney general or either or both
houses of the legislature, dissatisfied with the ballot title or
summary for a state initiative or referendummay, within five days from
the filing of the ballot titlein the office of the secretary of state,_
appeal to the superior court of Thurston county by petition setting
forth the neasure, the ballot title or summary, and their objections to
the ballot title or sunmmary and requesting anmendnent of the ball ot
title or summary by the court. Saturdays, Sundays, and | egal holi days
are not counted in calculating the time limts contained in this
section.

A copy of the petition on appeal together with a notice that an
appeal has been taken shall be served upon the secretary of state, upon
the attorney general, and upon the person proposing the neasure if the
appeal is initiated by soneone other than that person. Upon the filing
of the petition on appeal or at the time to which the hearing may be
adj ourned by consent of the appellant, the court shall accord first
priority to examning the proposed neasure, the ballot title or
summary, and the objections to that ballot title or summary, may hear
argunents, and shall, within five days, render its decision and file
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with the secretary of state a certified copy of such ballot title or
summary as it determnes will neet the requirenents of RCW 29A. 72. 060.
The decision of the superior court shall be final. Such appeal shal
be heard without costs to either party.

Sec. 74. RCW29A 72.130 and 2005 ¢ 239 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Petitions ordering that acts or parts of acts passed by the
| egislature be referred to the people at the next ensuing genera
el ection, or special election ordered by the legislature, nust be
substantially in the followng form

The warni ng prescri bed by RCW29A. 72. 140; fol | owed by:
PETI TI ON FOR REFERENDUM

To the Honorable . . . . . ., Secretary of State of the State of
Washi ngt on:

We, the undersigned citizens and |legal voters of the State of
Washi ngton, respectfully order and direct that Referendum Measure No.

. ., filed to revoke a (or part or parts of a) bill that (concise
statenent required by RCW ((29A36-67%)) 29A. 72.050) and that was
passed by the . . . . . . legislature of the State of Washington at the

| ast regul ar (special) session of said |legislature, shall be referred
to the people of the state for their approval or rejection at the

regul ar (special) election to be held on the . . . . day of Novenber,
(year); and each of us for hinself or herself says: | have personally
signed this petition; | ama |legal voter of the State of Washington, in

the city (or town) and county witten after ny name, ny residence
address is correctly stated, and I have knowi ngly signed this petition
only once.

The follow ng declaration nust be printed on the reverse side of
the petition:

l, . . . . . . . . . . . ., swear or affirmunder penalty of |aw
that | circulated this sheet of the foregoing petition, and that, to
the best of ny know edge, every person who signed this sheet of the
foregoi ng petition know ngly and w thout any conpensation or prom se of
conpensation willingly signed his or her true nane and that the
information provided therewith is true and correct. I further
acknow edge that under chapter 29A. 84 RCW forgery of signatures on
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this petition constitutes a class C felony, and that offering any
consideration or gratuity to any person to induce them to sign a
petition is a gross m sdeneanor, such violations being punishable by
fine or inprisonment or both.

RCW 9A.46.020 applies to any conduct constituting harassnment
against a petition signature gatherer. This penalty does not preclude
the victimfromseeki ng any ot her renmedy otherw se avail abl e under | aw.

The petition nust include a place for each petitioner to sign and
print his or her nane, and the address, city, and county at which he or
she is registered to vote.

Sec. 75. RCW29A.72.250 and 2008 ¢ 1 s 10 are each anended to read
as follows:

If a referendumor initiative petition for subm ssion of a neasure
to the people is found sufficient, the secretary of state shall at the
time and in the manner that he or she certifies ((fe+)) to the county
auditors of the various counties the nanes of candi dates for state and
district officers certify to each county auditor the serial nunbers and
ballot titles of the several initiative and referendum neasures and
serial nunbers and short descriptions of neasures submtted for an
advisory vote of the people to be voted upon at the next ensuing
general election or special election ordered by the | egi sl ature.

Sec. 76. RCW 29A.72.290 and 2008 ¢ 1 s 11 are each anended to read
as follows:

The county auditor of each county shall print on the official
ballots for the election at which initiative and referendum neasures
and neasures for an advisory vote of the people are to be submtted to
the people for their approval or rejection, the serial nunbers and
ballot titles certified by the secretary of state and the serial
nunbers and short descriptions of neasures for an advisory vote of the
people. They nust appear under separate headings in the order of the
serial nunbers as foll ows:

Initiatives to the peopl e;

(2) ((BirHs—passed-bythetegistature—andorderedrelerredto-the
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Eeg+s#aPHFe—and—Gxde%ed—Re#eF%ed—by—PeP+%+eﬂ—)) Referendun1neasures

(3) ((BrHHs—passed—and—referredto—the—people—by—thelegistature
w- — be — wrder — the — headt-nrg— — “Proposed — to —the — People — by —the
Legistature™)) Referendumbills;

(4) ((k@asa#es p+epesed ro—the— Leg+s#a%ape and Fefeeked or—not

Re#e##ed—%e—%he—Peep+€yq) Initiatives to the | eqgislature;

(5) ((Measures—propoesedtothetegrstatureandabternative easures
passed—by—thetegtstatwre—tn—teu—thereol—wtH—beunder—theheading—
"Initiated by Petition and Alternative by Legislature”)) Initiatives to

the |l eqgislature and |l egislative alternatives;
(6) ((N@asa%es— for—an— adv+se#y— vote of the people under RCW
- ) )

Advi sory votes;

(7) Proposed constituti onal anendnents.

Sec. 77. RCW29A.76.020 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1902 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

((6H)) The legislative authority of each county and each city,
town, and special purpose district which lies ((enti+ely)) wthin the
county shall provide the county auditor accurate information describing
its geographical boundaries and the boundaries of its director,
council, or comm ssioner districts and shall ensure that the
information provided to the auditor is kept current.

({ £2—Actby—town—or—spectal—purpose—distriet—that—Hes—+n—npre
Hran —ene — county — shalk — provide —the — seeretary —of —state —accurate
Horat-on—deseri-bing—+ts —geograph-cal—bhoundaries—and—t-heboundaries
of its director, council, or comyissioner districts and shall ensure
Hat—the —+-nlormati-on—provided—to—the—secretary—+s—kept—ecurrent——The
seeretary—of—state—shalH—prompthy—transmt—Lo—each—county—+n—whtch—a
ey — Fown— — o — speetal — purpose —di-strtet — s — Located — tnloraaton

seeretary—) )
Sec. 78. RCW29A.76.030 and 2003 c 111 s 1903 are each anended to

read as foll ows:
|f the boundaries of any city, township, or rural precinct are
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changed in the manner provided by law, the county auditor shall
((transfer)) wupdate the registration ((eards)) records of every
regi stered voter whose place of residence is affected thereby ((te—the

and—%he—speeka#—d+s%++e%—des+gna%+ens—#e#—%hese—+eg+s%eped—¥e%er—en
the voter registration ltists of the county)). It shall not be
necessary for any registered voter whose ((+esidenree)) registration has
been changed from one precinct to another, by a change of boundary, to

apply to the ((registration—-offiecer)) county auditor for a transfer of

regi stration. The county auditor shall mail a_notice to each
((registrant in the new precinct-a notice that his or her precinct has
been changed from. . . . . . to . . . . . ., and that thereafter the

. TR i1 ed . I . __givi the
rafre—er—huhber)) reqgistered voter.

Sec. 79. RCW 29A.80.020 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2002 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The state commttee of each mpjor political party consists of one
commtteeman and one committeewoman from each county elected by the
county central commttee at its organization neeting. It nust have a
chair and vice chair of opposite sexes. This commttee shall neet
during January of each odd-nunbered year for the purpose of
organi zation at a time and pl ace designated by a notice nmailed at | east
one week before the date of the neeting to all ((t+he—newy—elected))
new state conm tteenen and comm tteewonen by the authorized officers of
the retiring conmttee. At its organizational neeting it shall elect
its chair and vice chair, and such officers as its bylaws nay provide,

and adopt byl aws, rules, and regulations. It may:
(1) Call conventions at such time and place and under such
circunstances and for such purposes as the call to convention

desi gnates. The manner, nunber, and procedure for selection of state
convention delegates is subject to the commttee's rules and
regul ati ons duly adopt ed,;

(2) Provide for the election of del egates to national conventions;

(3) ((FH—vacanctes—on—thetickettor—anytederal—or—stateolbce
Lo—be—voted-on—bytheelectors—ofl—norethan—one—county—

£4))) Provide for the nom nation of presidential electors; and
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((65Y)) (4) Performall functions inherent in such an organi zati on.

Not wi t hst andi ng any provision of this chapter, the conmttee may
not adopt rules governing the conduct of the actual proceedings at a
party state convention.

Sec. 80. RCW29A.84.210 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2109 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Every officer who willfully violates any of the provisions of
chapter 29A. 72 RCWor RCW29A. 32. 010 t hrough ((29A32—120)) 29A.32.121
for the violation of which no penalty is herein prescribed, or who
wWillfully fails to conply with the provisions of chapter 29A 72 RCW or
RCW 29A. 32. 010 t hrough ((29A—32—3120)) 29A.32.121, is guilty of a gross
m sdeneanor puni shable to the same extent as a gross m sdeneanor that
i S puni shabl e under RCW 9A. 20. 021.

Sec. 81. RCW29A.84.261 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 184 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The followng apply to persons signing ((nemrating)) filing fee
petitions prescribed by RCW 29A. 24, 101.:

(1) A person who signs a petition with any other than his or her
name shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor.

(2) A person shall be guilty of a msdeneanor if the person
knowi ngly: Signs nore than one petition for any single candidacy of
any single candidate; signs the petition when he or she is not a |egal
voter; or makes a fal se statenent as to his or her residence.

Sec. 82. RCW29A 84.510 and 2011 ¢ 10 s 69 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) During the voting period that begins eighteen days before and
ends the day of a special election, general election, or primry, no
person may((+)) L

(a) Wthin a voting center:

(((8))) () Suggest or persuade or attenpt to suggest or persuade
any voter to vote for or against any candi date or ball ot neasure;

((b)y)) (i) Crculate cards or handbills of any kind;

((€e))) (ii) Solicit signatures to any kind of petition; or

((€))) (iv) Engage in any practice which interferes with the
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freedom of voters to exercise their franchise or disrupts the
adm ni stration of the voting center.

((£2—No—person—ray)) (b) Qobstruct the doors or entries to a
buil ding in which a voting center or ballot drop location is |ocated or
prevent free access to and from any voting center or ballot drop
| ocati on.

(2) Any sheriff, deputy sheriff, or nunicipal |aw enforcenent
officer shall ((prevent—such—ebstruetion)) stop_the_ prohibited
activity, and nay arrest any person ((ereattng—such—obstruetion))
engaging in the prohibited activity.

(3) Any violation of this section is a gross msdeneanor,
puni shable to the sane extent as a gross m sdeneanor that is punishable
under RCWO9A. 20. 021, and the person convicted may be ordered to pay the
costs of prosecution.

Sec. 83. RCW29A 84.520 and 2011 ¢ 10 s 70 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any el ection officer who does any el ectioneering at a voting center
or ballot drop location during the voting period that begi ns ei ghteen
days before and ends the day of a special election, general election,
or primary((s)) is guilty of a m sdeneanor, and upon conviction nmust be
fined in any sumnot exceedi ng one hundred doll ars and pay the costs of
prosecuti on.

Sec. 84. RCW29A.84.711 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 186 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Every person who:

(1) Knowngly and falsely issues a certificate of nom nation or
el ection; or

(2) Knowingly provides false information on a mnor_party_ or
i ndependent ~candidate certificate ((whieh—prust—be—fted—wth—an
eleetions—ofHecer—under—chapter—29A-20RAA-)) of nomnation is guilty
of a class C fel ony puni shabl e under RCW9A. 20. 021.

Sec. 85. RCW29A.88.020 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2202 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Wthin seven days after any recommendati on by the president of
the United States of a site in the state of Washington to be a high-
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| evel nucl ear waste repository under 42 U . S.C. Sec. 10136, the governor
shall set the date for a special statewide election to vote on
di sapproval of the selection of such site. The special election shal
be ((hre—+rprethan++fty)) held not less than forty-five nor nore_than
ninety days after the date of the recomrendati on of the president of
the United States.

(2) If either the governor or the legislature submts a notice of
di sapproval to the United States Congress within twenty-one days of the
date of the recomendati on by the president of the United States, then
t he governor is authorized to cancel the special election pursuant to
subsection (1) of this section.

Sec. 86. RCW 29A.88.040 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2204 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The secretary of state shall pronptly notify the county auditors of
the date of the special election and certify to them the text of the
ballot title for this special election. The general election |aws
shall apply to the election required by RCW 29A 88.020 to the extent
that they are not inconsistent with this chapter. Statutory deadlines
relating to certification, canvassing, and the voters' panphlet may be
nodi fied for the election held pursuant to RCW 29A.88.020 by the
secretary of state through energency rules adopted under RCW
((29A—04-610)) 29A.04.611

Sec. 87. RCW35.17.020 and 1994 c 223 s 10 and 1994 c¢ 119 s 1 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) Al regular elections in cities organized under the statutory
comm ssion form of government shall be held quadrennially in the odd-
nunbered years on the dates provided in RCW ((29—33-020)) 29A. 04. 330.
However, after conm ssioners are elected at the next general election
occurring in 1995 or 1997, reqgqular elections in cities organi zed under
a statutory conm ssion form of governnent shall be held biennially at
muni ci pal general el ections.

(2) The conmm ssioners shall be nomnated and elected at |arge.
Their terns shall be for four years and until their successors are
elected and qualified and assune office in accordance with RCW
((29-064-1706)) 29A 20.040 (as recodified by this act). However, at the
next regular election of a city organi zed under a statutory conm ssion
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form of governnment, the terns of office of conm ssioners shall occur
with the person who is elected as a conm ssioner receiving the | east
nunber of votes being elected to a twd-year term of office and the
ot her two persons who are el ected being elected to four-year terns of
office. Thereafter, comm ssioners shall be elected to four-year terns
of office.

(3) Vacancies on a conmm ssion shall occur and shall be filled as
provided in chapter 42.12 RCW (—execept—that—+n—everyinstance—aperson
shatH—be ——elected—totHH-—therematnder—of the—unexprred—term-at—the
pnext—general—muni-cipal—electi-on—that—eccurs—twenty-etght—or—more—days
after the occurrence of the vacancy)).

Sec. 88. RCW42.12.040 and 2011 ¢ 349 s 27 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If a vacancy occurs in any partisan elective office in the
executive or legislative branches of state governnment or in any
partisan county elective office before the first day of the regular
filing period, the position nust be open for filing during the regular
filing period as provided in RCW 29A. 24. 171 and a successor shall be
el ected at the general election. Except during the |last year of the
termof office, if such a vacancy occurs on or after the first day of
the regular filing period, the election of the successor shall occur at
the next succeeding general election as_ provided in RCW 29A 24.171.
The elected successor shall hold office for the remainder of the
unexpired term This section shall not apply to any vacancy occurring
in a charter county which has charter provisions inconsistent wwth this
section.

(2) If a vacancy occurs in any legislative office or in any
partisan county office after the general election in a year that the
position appears on the ballot and before the start of the next term
the termof the successor who is of the sane party as the incunbent may
conmmence once he or she has qualified as defined in RCW29A. 04. 133 and
shal |l continue through the termfor which he or she was el ected.

Sec. 89. RCW42.12.070 and 2011 c 349 s 28 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A vacancy on an elected nonpartisan governing body of a special
purpose district where property ownership is not a qualification to
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vote, atown, or a city other than a first-class city or a charter code
city, shall be filled as follows unless the provisions of law rel ating
to the special district, town, or city provide otherw se:

(1) Were one position is vacant, the renmaining nenbers of the
governing body shall appoint a qualified person to fill the vacant
posi ti on.

(2) Where two or nore positions are vacant and two or nore nenbers
of the governing body remain in office, the remaining nenbers of the
governing body shall appoint a qualified person to fill one of the
vacant positions, the renmaining nenbers of the governing body and the
newl y appoi nted person shall appoint another qualified person to fill
anot her vacant position, and so on until each of the vacant positions
is filled with each of the new appointees participating in each
appoi ntment that is made after his or her appointnent.

(3) If Iess than two nenbers of a governing body remain in office,
the county legislative authority of the county in which all or the
| ar gest geographic portion of the city, town, or special district is
| ocated shall appoint a qualified person or persons to the governing
body until the governing body has two nenbers.

(4) If a governing body fails to appoint a qualified person to fil
a vacancy within ninety days of the occurrence of the vacancy, the
authority of the governing body to fill the vacancy shall cease and the
county legislative authority of the county in which all or the |argest
geogr aphic portion of the city, town, or special district is |ocated
shal | appoint a qualified personto fill the vacancy.

(5 |If the county legislative authority of the county fails to
appoint a qualified person within one hundred eighty days of the
occurrence of the vacancy, the county legislative authority or the
remai ni ng nmenbers of the governing body of the city, town, or special
district may petition the governor to appoint a qualified person to
fill the vacancy. The governor may appoint a qualified person to fil
t he vacancy after being petitioned if at the tine the governor fills
the vacancy the county legislative authority has not appointed a
qualified personto fill the vacancy.

(6) As provided in chapter 29A 24 RCW each person who i s appointed
shall serve until a qualified personis elected at the next election at
whi ch a nenber of the governing body normally would be elected. ((+H-

needed——spectal—H-Hng—pertods —shalH—be—authorized —as—provided—+n
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I . : Lified TSI I TIPN
. hall be held i i d ¢ TIN . .
to—hold—a—primary—and—nore—than—bwe—candi-dates—Hte—for—the—vacant
oHH+ece—O-herwse——a—prinary —shabHk —not —be —held —and —the —person
recebvng—the—greatest—nurber—ol—votes—shalt—heelected—)) The person
el ected shall take office imedi ately and serve the remai nder of the

unexpired term

({H—an—election—for —the —posttion —that —becane — vacant —would
otherwse —have—been—held —at — s —general —election—date——onlby —one
election—totH—the position—shalH—be-heldandthe person—-elected 1o
HAH — the — suececeeding — term— for — that — postt+on — shal — take —slH¢ce
Hneehatelby —when —guak+i+ed —as—defttned — A — ROA-29A- 04133 —and —shal+
service both the renmainder of the unexpired term and the succeeding
tefrm-))

Sec. 90. RCW46.20.155 and 2009 ¢ 369 s 42 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Before issuing an original license or identicard or renewing a
license or identicard under this chapter, the licensing agent shall
determne if the applicant wants to register to vote or ((transfer))
update his or her voter registration by asking the foll ow ng questi on:

"Do you want to register to vote or ((t+ransfer)) update your voter
regi stration?"

If the applicant chooses to register or ((transfer)) update a
regi stration, the agent shall ask the foll ow ng:

(1) "Are you a United States citizen?"
(2) "Are you or will you be eighteen years of age on or before the
next el ection?"

| f the applicant answers in the affirmative to both questions, the
agent shall then submt the registration or ((transter)) update. |If
the applicant answers in the negative to either question, the agent
shall not submt a voter registration application.

(2) The departnment shall establish a procedure that substantially
nmeets the requirenents of subsection (1) of this section when
permtting an applicant to renewa license or identicard by mail or by
el ectroni c comer ce.
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Sec. 91. RCW 29A. 24.311 and 2012 ¢ 89 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any person who desires to be a wite-in candi date and have such
votes counted at a primary or election may file a declaration of
candidacy with the officer designated in RCW 29A. 24. 070 not | ater than
the day ballots must be miled according to RCW 29A 40.070.
Decl arations of candidacy for wite-in candi dates nust be acconpani ed
by a filing fee in the same manner as required of other candi dates
filing for the office as provided in RCW29A. 24. 091.

(2) Votes cast for wite-in candidates who have filed such

decl arations of candi dacy ((anrd—-wite—+n—votes+tor—persons—appotntedby
maj-or—poHtiecal—parties—pursuant—+0-ROAM29A-28-021)) need only specify

the nane of the candidate in the appropriate location on the ballot in
order to be counted. Wite-in votes cast for any other candidate, in
order to be counted, mnust designate the office sought and position
nunmber ((er—poettieal—party)), if the manner in which the wite-inis
done does not nmake the office or position clear.

(3) No person may file as a wite-in candi date where:

(a) At a general election, the person attenpting to file either
filed as a wite-in candidate for the sane office at the preceding
primary or the person's nane appeared on the ballot for the sane office
at the preceding prinmary;

(b) The person attenpting to file as a wite-in candidate has
already filed a valid wite-in declaration for that primary or
el ecti on( (—unless—oene—er—the—other—oef—the—tw—FHHngs—is—foer—the
of-HHece—of—prectnet—comm-tieeperson) ) |

(c) The nane of the person attenpting to file already appears on
the ballot as a candidate for another office, unless ((ere—efthetwe
ofHH+eces —For —whiheh — he — 6 — she — s — a — candidate — +s — precinet
commtteeperson)) the other office is precinct comrittee officer or a
tenporary elected position, such as_charter review board nenber_ or
freehol der;

(d) The office filed for is commttee precinct officer.

(4) The decl aration of candidacy shall be simlar to that required
by RCW29A. 24.031. No wite-in candidate filing under this section may
be included in any voter's panphl et produced under chapter 29A 32 RCW
unl ess that candidate qualifies to have his or her nane printed on the
general election ballot. The legislative authority of any jurisdiction
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producing a local voter's panphlet under chapter 29A 32 RCW nmay
provi de, by ordinance, for the inclusion of wite-in candidates in such
panphl et s.

Sec. 92. RCW 29A.36.040 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 904 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Upon the filing of a ballot title under RCW 29A. 36.020 ((er
29A-36-050)), the secretary of state shall provide notice of the exact
| anguage of the ballot title and summary to the chief clerk of the
house of representatives, the secretary of the senate, and the prine
sponsor of neasure.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 93. (1) RCW 29A.04.240 is recodified as a
section in chapter 29A 08 RCW

(2) RCW 29A.20.010 and 29A.20.021 are recodified as sections in
chapter 29A 24 RCW

(3) RCW 29A.20.030 and 29A.20.040 are recodified as sections in
chapter 29A. 60 RCW

(4) RCW29A. 20.111, 29A. 20.121, 29A 20.131, 29A 20.151, 29A 20.161
29A. 20. 171, 29A 20.181, and 29A 20. 191 are each recodified as sections
in chapter 29A. 56 RCW

(5) RCW 29A.28.071 is recodified as a section in chapter 29A 80
RCW

(6) RCW 29A.76.030 is recodified as a section in chapter 29A 16
RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 94. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW7.16.370 (Enforcenent of termlimts for elected officials)
and 1993 c 1 s 9;

(2) RCW29A.04.225 (Public disclosure reports) and 2005 ¢ 274 s 248
& 2003 ¢ 111 s 136;

(3) RCW29A. 08. 250 (Furni shed by secretary of state) and 2005 c 246
s 13, 2004 c 267 s 117, 2003 c¢ 111 s 220, 2001 c 41 s 8, 1999 c 298 s
7, & 1993 c 434 s §;

(4) RCW29A.08.785 (Information services board, consultation) and
2004 c 267 s 140;
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(5 RCW29A. 12.170 (Consultation with information services board)
and 2004 c 267 s 321,

(6) RCW29A. 20. 141 (Convention--Requirenments for validity) and 2004
c 271 s 111

(7) RCW 29A.20.201 (Declarations of candi dacy required,
exceptions--Paynent of fees) and 2004 c 271 s 113;

(8) RCW 29A.24.030 (Declaration of candidacy) and 2005 ¢ 2 s 9,
2003 ¢ 111 s 603, 2002 ¢ 140 s 1, & 1990 c 59 s 82;

(9) RCW 29A. 24.120 (Date for w thdrawal --Notice) and 2003 ¢ 111 s
612;

(10) RCW29A.28.011 (Major party ticket) and 2004 ¢ 271 s 191;

(11) RCW 29A.28.021 (Death or di squalification--Correcting
bal | ot s--Counting votes already cast) and 2006 ¢ 344 s 11 & 2004 c 271
s 192;

(12) RCW 29A. 32.036 (Even year primary contents) and 2004 c 271 s
122,

(13) RCW 29A.32.050 (Notice of constitutional amendnents and state
measur es- - Expl anatory statenent) and 2009 c¢ 415 s 4, 2003 ¢ 111 s 805,
1967 ¢ 96 s 3, & 1965 ¢ 9 s 29. 27.076;

(14) RCW29A. 36.050 (Statew de question--Ballot title--Fornulation,
bal | ot display) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 905;

(15) RCW 29A.36.104 (Partisan primary ballots--Formats) and 2007 c
38 s 2 & 2004 ¢ 271 s 126;

(16) RCW29A. 36.106 (Partisan primary ballots--Required statenents)
and 2007 ¢ 38 s 3 & 2004 c 271 s 127;

(17) RCW 29A.36.171 (Nonpartisan candi dates qualified for general
el ection) and 2004 ¢ 271 s 170;

(18) RCW 29A.36.191 (Partisan candidates qualified for general
el ection) and 2004 ¢ 271 s 133;

(19) RCW29A.52.011 (Elections to fill unexpired term-No primary,
when) and 2006 ¢ 344 s 14 & 2004 ¢ 271 s 172;

(20) RCW29A.52.106 (Intent) and 2004 c 271 s 140;

(21) RCW 29A.52.111 (Application of chapter--Exceptions) and 2004
c 271 s 173;

(22) RCW 29A.52.116 (Application of chapter--Exceptions) and 2004
c 271 s 139;

(23) RCW 29A.52.130 (Bl anket primary authorized) and 2003 ¢ 111 s
1304;
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(24) RCW29A.52.141 (Instructions) and 2004 ¢ 271 s 141,

(25) RCW 29A.52.151 (Ballot format--Procedures) and 2007 ¢ 38 s 4
& 2004 c 271 s 142,

(26) RCW29A.53.010 (Finding--Intent) and 2005 ¢ 153 s 1;

(27) RCW 29A.53.020 (Participant qualifications, procedures,
report) and 2005 ¢ 153 s 2;

(28) RCW29A.53.030 (Definitions) and 2005 ¢ 153 s 3;

(29) RCW 29A.53.040 (Application of election |aws) and 2005 c¢ 153
s 4,

(30) RCW 29A.53.050 (Tabul ation of ballots--Counting stages) and
2005 ¢ 153 s 5;

(31) RCW 29A.53.060 (Voting conditions and limtations) and 2005 c
153 s 6;

(32) RCW29A.53.070 (Local option authorized) and 2005 ¢ 153 s 7,

(33) RCW 29A.53.080 (Ballot specifications and directions to
voters) and 2005 c¢ 153 s §;

(34) RCW 29A.53.090 (Changes in voting devices and counting
met hods) and 2005 ¢ 153 s 9;

(35) RCW29A.53.900 (Expiration date) and 2005 ¢ 153 s 13;

(36) RCW 29A.53.901 (Captions not |aw -2005 ¢ 153) and 2005 ¢ 153
s 16;

(37) RCW29A.53.902 (Severability--2005 ¢ 153) and 2005 ¢ 153 s 17;

(38) RCW29A.80.011 (Authority--Cenerally) and 2004 ¢ 271 s 183;

(39) RCW44.04.015 (Termlimts) and 1993 ¢ 1 s 3; and

(40) RCW 49.28.120 (Enployer's duty to provide tinme to vote) and
1987 c 296 s 1.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 95. 2009 c 369 s 27 is repeal ed.

Passed by the Senate March 12, 2013.

Passed by the House April 3, 2013.

Approved by the Governor April 17, 2013, with the exception of
certain itens that were vetoed.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 17, 2013.

Note: Governor's explanation of partial veto is as follows:
"I am returning herewith, wthout ny approval as to Section 5,
Substitute Senate Bill 5518 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to making nonsubstantive changes to election

| aws. "
This bill was introduced by request of the Secretary of State to nmake
technical changes to our election laws. The bill renoves outdated

| anguage and statutory citations that are no longer relevant with the
state's adoption of the top-two primary system and anends state
election laws to conformto changes in federal law. Section 5 of the
bill contains a change to a definition that could adversely i npact
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m nor political parties and is not in keeping with the nonsubstantive
purposes of this Act. The Secretary of State agrees that keeping the
current definition is preferable.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Section 5 of Substitute Senate Bill
5518.

Wth the exception of Section 5, Substitute Senate Bill No. 5518 is
approved. "
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